Willlamstown
Town Plan

NOTE: Once the information from the 2010 Censusleased, the town plan
population data can be updated.
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PURPOSE

A. Why Plan?

Town planning is required by law. The town plaaisajor component of the information used by Act
250 commissioners in making decisions. A town [aNOT zoning and zoning is NOT required by law.

Planning is the act of designing a strategy, ineade, to avoid errors and seize opportunities. l.esal
decisions made without a clear direction can rasultaphazard, inefficient development. Unplanneamgh
can cause conflicts between neighbors, engendeecessary public expenditures, cause environmental
damage, erode the character of a community andrggnesduce quality of life for residents. Thisalmnent
makes recommendations about how Williamstown resgdand town officials can support the overall treaf
our town. Williamstown can achieve great thinggtanning, learning, growing, and prospering togeth

B. Required goals and elements

Two major pieces of legislation and amendments hdetrmined the structure for planning in
Vermont. Act 250, Vermont's development review laggulates new development projects over a certain
threshold size, The Vermont Municipal and RegioR&nning Act (aka 24 VSA, Chapter 117) enables
municipalities to adopt local plans and land usgulaion and provide guidelines for the development
adoption and enforcement of the same. Amendmertgetact in 1988, known as Act 200, included pranis
designed to help agriculture and forestry remaiabld by encouraging new growth to be developed in
conformance with the historic settlement patteraarhpact villages and towns surrounded by courteyshct
200 also offered incentives to towns for draftimgmprehensive plans that are consistent with thee’sta
recommendations.

C. Implementation

A municipal plan is a guidance document. It is galie not legally bindingHowever, the Town Plan
can provide a town with a legal framework for anymcipal ordinance. In addition it has legal stagdn the
Act 250 process. Williamstown intends to use tHanHRor the following purposes over its five yegatstory
life:

Informing residents and others about Williamstown

Guiding the community towards its short (5 year)l &mng-range goals by assisting town officials in

making smart and responsible decisions for commw@velopment

Providing the town with a unified voice in the A250 and Act 248 proceedings and a framework for

evaluating development projects

Ensure the continuing viability of the communitgigltural, historical, and rural character

Helping the Town qualify for, and prepare, statd ederal planning grants

Prioritizing and planning for public expenditures

Providing strategies for the revitalization of Wathstown Village

Balancing competing interests and demands in afairequitable manner that recognizes the rights of

individual and protects the welfare of the generdilic



D. The Planning Process

The Vermont Municipal and Regional Planning Act {28A, Chapter 117) states that municipal plans
must be re-examined, updated, and readopted ewsarS. This document replaces Williamstown’s/janes
plan, adopted on June 11, 2005. During the dewedmt and preparation of that plan, members of the
Williamstown Planning Commission met with the commity to gather information through focus groups,
individual interviews, and surveys. They also heldublic map display and a workshop on land usewsns
to open-ended questions reflected a wide rangéafsvand provided valuable insights. During thisiedime-
period, the newly developed Economic Developmentn@dtee also distributed a survey. The information
gathered identified a community vision and the ltssuere incorporated in the plan.

Among the common values and themes expressed gutkieys were:

Protecting the lifestyle and traditions of the conmity
Promoting good citizenship

Reuvitalizing the villages

Preserving the Town’s rural character

Improving the business climate

Providing citizens with a good education
Protecting the public health, safety and welfare

Furthermore, residents wanted all of these goateraplished in a cost effective manner and with mali
infringement on individual land right3he current planning commission believes theselsdstdl reflect the
opinions and desires of the community. As suchy thié be guiding principles for this, the 2010 RJas well.

E. Vision Statement

Williamstown is changing whether we like it or noBome of the changes we deem to be good, othersmot
good. You can't see into the future and how the towooks now is nothing that residents could have
foreseen 50, 25 or even ten years ago.

A town plan is a way for us all to visualize whaewant Williamstown to be in 5, 10, 25 or perha years
from now. It's where we want to be living in thahert-term and where our children will be living. Withe
town simply be a bedroom community to Barre and Mpelier with mostly homes and little in the way of
business? Will it have a vibrant village center tviin outlying landscape of open farm lands and fstg?

No one knows for sure but your planning commissiéeels that the road toward that future landscaparss
now, with this plan. We hope you will join us in grsioning the town’s future.



CHAPTER Il

COMMUNITY PROFILE

A. Overview
Williamstown was established on November 6, 1780EKlkjah Paine who later became Justice
of the State Supreme Court and a United Statest@¢mad was chartered on August 9, 1781 by theuBlep
of Vermont. The first settlements took place i846n the West Hill, along the present day StonadRo

The town is located in the northwest portion of i@@ County, abutting Washington County on its
northeastern and western borders. Covering andarasound 28,180 acres (40 square miles), it hgsiet
beauty conjuring images of buckets hanging fromasugaple trees and stonewalls following pastureslin
with its patchwork field patterns so very commorNiew England It is surrounded by the towns of Beand
Barre town (on the north), by Northfield (on the sije by Washington (on the east) and the towns of
Brookfield and Chelsea (on the south). The Greemumins shape much of the town’s land into hillgl an
valleys. Near the middle of the southern boundary deep gorge known as Williamstown Gulf thathagts
way through two steep mountains.

Williamstown is fortunate to have botidaural qualities and a convenient centralizection with a
good balance of residential, small businessescuagrral, recreational, forested, and open spatets only a
short drive to cultural facilities (Barre Opera Heuand others), Berlin Mall, Central Vermont Hoslpit
outdoor activities, small specialty shops locatedurrounding towns, and nearby New Hampshire aath@a.

The town is anchored by two villages, Foxville anidliamstown. Foxville Village locally known as
Graniteville, is located about 4 miles from Willialown and borders the town of Barre. The village ha
structural hub, post office, stores, municipal g8, or common areas. However, a dense clustesmfential
uses define the hamlet. Forests in this area ageshby discarded granite deposits from neighbayuagries.
In the past, residents have reported wanting acoas®re amenities.

Williamstown Villageis situated 6 miles south of Barre City and 13tlseast of Montpelier, The
village sits along a valley floor at the base dbrg, winding hill and is accessed from inters@®evia Route
64 or by Route 14. Chartered in 1781, the village managed to retain some of its historical featufée
following old Main Street homes and buildings remahe churches, Beckett Block, the town hall, étisal
Society, and feed store building. Williamstownlagie offers a mix of stores, library, homes, busses,
churches, and town offices, but has no traffic aigrmnd people can still park along the main street

Despite its appealing aspects, somdarts feel that the village is lacking in characed functional
order, with clashing architectural styles and & lgsan ideal mix of uses. Furthermore it has ndipudbcal
point (such as a village green) and is lackingdewalks and other pedestrian amenities (see Chifjte




B. Demographics

Population Trends

Williamstown’s population has grown steadily sirtbe first settlers arrived around 1780, changing it
from a wilderness to a modern communigcording to the U.S. Census, Williamstown’s popiola grew by
386 between 1990 to 2000, or a little over 13.6%isTs significantly higher than the statewide ager of a
little over 8.2% within the same time- period. &cf, Williamstown was the"2fastest growing town in Central
Vermont. Eigure 1 showsthe Williamstown population almost tripled from 38in 1980 to 3,225 in 2000)
However, Vermont department of Health estimate sagthat population growth in Williamstown has Isil
in the current decade. In fact the 2007 estimb®227 represents a gain of only two people stheecensus.

In spite of this lull, CVRPC projections (made kbyetconsulting firm EPR) forecast that Williamstosn’
population will be around 4,224 in 2020. If Depaent of Health estimates are accurate, this ptiojec
appears highly unlikely.

Williamstown had a “rural” status untiiropopulation grew in excess of 2,500 residents9@0, which
resulted in changing our town’s legal status imaigban municipality. However, residents still idead with
their rural roots and were uncomfortable with tteguss change. Accordingly, the town voted ongbestion
at town meeting by Australian ballot {24 V.S.A 8§08 (10)} re-converting itself back into a rural tow
According to the state, “A rural town is describasl a municipality with a population of less thab(®,
personspr one that has voted, by Australian Ballot to besodered a rural town.”

Figure A
Williamstown Population & Forecast (1960-2020)

2,500 | - |
Population




Density

Because our land area has not changed, with inoge@®pulation comes an increasing population
density. The chart below shows the average numbgrhabitants per square mile for Williamstown.eEl
figures were derived by dividing the total numbéresidents by the number of square miles of laled & the
specified geographic area. The Census Bureau Hatassthat from 1810 to 1950 the population densiag
stable. Population density has been dramaticadlseasing since the 1970s, and currently standssabyer 80
person/square mile (2004).

Figure B
Williamstown - Population Density (Persons Per Squar e Mile),
1790-2000

B Personsper sqg. Mi.

Figure B - shows the average number of inhabitants per sqoale of area land (Derived from U.S. Census
2000 and the UVM Center for Rural Studies)

Age Distribution

In Williamstown, according to the 2000 Census:

children 17 years of age or less made up twenty2€%), or 764 people
adults between 18 and 61 years old made-up sixty(®@2%), or 1,990 people
adults age 62 and older made up twelve (12%), brpg&dple

Statistics indicate that Americans are living longaccording to Vermont Department of Health
projections, by the year 2030, there will likely tidce as many elders as there were in 1996. Alnegrto this
projection, people age 65 and older will make ug28¥ the population.



Regional Comparisons

According to the 2008 Central Vermont Chamber oim@werce Profile, Williamstown ranks as follows ofit o
23 Towns and Cities in the Central Vermont Region:

6" in land area (40 square miles, steady)

6" in population (3,227, steady)

6" in number of students ( 552, slight increase)
6" in housing units (1,318, increasing)

6" in labor force (1,920, increasing)

10" in number of employers (61, slight increase)
11" in employment (516, increasing)

11" in average annual wage ($31,574, increasing)

Williamstown has an unusually high percentage sidents who are native born Vermonters (77% vs. #1%
Orange County and 52% for the State).

Community ldentity

Williamstown is starting to feel the impsa®f growth and associated development. Unplanned
development can cause stress on our communitynfutilg jobs and housing, placing more demands en th
town’s infrastructure, increasing the demand for schools, increasing conflict regarding privacyl apace
issues, and by threatening those scenic areas g so much. In recent years, citizens have hadeso
conflicting ideas about their town.

The term “community identity” means diffetedhings to different people. Community identitgncbe
defined as a common interest, an emotional attashjre sense of belonging to a town. In the paskzen’s
concerns with community encompassed such issubevaghey feel the town officials represent thentcess
to town officials, or feelings that they have lastinfluence in community decision making.

Williamstown residents still have a strong senséradition and pride. They highly value seeing thei
neighbors pass by to get updates about their faméynbers, and storekeepers still know all abouttwsha
going on in town. Many of our residents offer conmtyidinners and annual events that bring peogetteer.
These rural values make Williamstown a great ptaggow-up and to remain.

A goal of this plan is to get more peoptéiveely involved in their town by organizing citizegroups to
educate themselves on complex issues and workhimgéd solve them. Such citizen groups may be an
untapped resource and can become a potent forceddaling with these and other local problems.
Williamstown citizens will make, or break, our fogu

Town officials cannot force community identity up@illiamstown residents. Feelings of community
identity take time to evolve. Our municipal govelemh can, however, provide opportunities to enhance
community identity, through the establishment ofimas committees, organizing community gatherirays]
developing community common areas.
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COMMUNITY

GOALS

| POLICIES & TASKS

1. To seek ways to enhance and maintain a strong sersfecommunity in Williamstown

Organize an annual celebration of Williamstown
Maintain a farmer’s market in the village

Seek opportunities and funds to encourage Williamstbusinesses and community membi
to undertake landscaping and other aesthetic ingpnemts. To this end, the planni
commission and select board should pursue “DowntDesignation” for Williamstown village
through the Department of Housing in order to dudtir grants

Enlist the help of media to help the town promoteae pleasant image of Williamstown
Pursue the development of a common space or spéit@s the village area.

ers

2. To create an environment where people deal with cdlict productively and respectfully

Maintain a high level of professionalism in towrvgonment and strive for an atmosphere o
mutual respect between citizens and all town @i

11



CHAPTER Il

NATURAL RESOURCES, FEATURES AND HAZARDS

A. Overview

Natural resources (plants, animals, soils, mingeats and water) provide us with the foundatioroaof
basic life supports: the air we breathe, the watedrink, the land we live on, and the food we &aey also
play an important role in dictating where we buildr houses and develop our streets. Our qualitlfeyf
including our health, depends upon the quality godntity of these natural resources and their iolthe
larger ecosystem. We expect that these naturalires® will be available when needed, sometimesouwttia
great understanding or appreciation of how fratjiey are. Unfortunately, natural resourege limited and
our everyday activities can impact them profoundlye consequences of our actions are not alwaysrepp
until resources are gone, diminished, or unusaédéural areas have intangible benefits, as welkcasces of
inspiration, learning, and beauty. It is in the tdsvbest interest to use its critical resourceslyiand protect
those that are most vulnerable, fragile and iregdale.

B. History of the Landscape

In the late 1700’s, when settlers first came tonvanmt, they saw thick forests of both hardwood and
softwood, filled with wildlife. The topsoil was oagic and soft. However, settlers soon began clgahe
forests to make pastures for sheep to graze irsartbeir crops could grow. After cultivation of ttend, the
topsoil was stony and thin (frost heaving causedtdik to lift to the surface). By the early 1800'ssidents
deforested 75% percent of the land and exterminaiiech of the wildlife. Clearing the trees causedhaety
of problems. Topsoil eroded into the streams poljuthem and killing many fish as a result. Wetlarahd
ponds dried. Food became scarce and crops refasgdow. Families were unable to heat their homeshlle
to survive in this harsh environment, many peopfe Vermont for the west with the promise of a nide.
Only the hearty stayed behind.

In the late 19 and early 20 centuries turkey, deer, beaver, moose, fish, dahdr@xtirpated wildlife
species were reintroduced to Vermont. The deerlptpao quickly multiplied; and by 1896 the statesaable
to establish a hunting season. White pine treearb&ggrow back in the open land and by the la@0Eothe
trees had grown large enough to harvest. Eventtiadiyogging industry recovered. Today, 78% ofrient,
(and a similar percentage of Williamstown), is &iesl, providing habitat for wildlife and other bétsefor the
community. Although we have no old growth fores#,lour forested landscape affords us an abundahce
outdoor activities, beautiful landscapes, and atgyeality of life.
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C. Productive Resources

Forest Lands

In Williamstown, citizens are never out of sighttbé forests. Forests shelter us against wind, sain,
and heat, provide us with food sources, protectvaatershed, produce oxygen, and are importantiridoer
and heating our homes. Hunters, maple syrup smag&ers, outdoor enthusiasts, and leaf peepers ewjoy
forests. At the heart our forests, are the compméationships between plants, animals and micrtietsenable
the ecosystem to function almost like a livingaigm.

Williamstown’s forests are a mix of hardwoods asuftwoods. Tree species include maple, beech,
birch, cherry, basswood, aspen, spruce, balsanmhémlock, ash, elm, and many others. This mix eé tr
species is valuable for wildlife and helps to rezltlte impact of species-specific diseases or ias€ctrrently,
Williamstown’s forests are healthy and sustainablat there are concerns for the future, includinges$t
fragmentation and conversion to other uses. Williemwn currently has about 20,000 acres of forekted,
nearly a thousand acres of which is protected withe boundaries of Ainsworth State Park. Anoth869
acres receive some protection from developmentenidrced management through Vermont's Use Value
appraisal Program.

Well-managed multiple use lands can play a majleriroconserving and enhancing biological diversity
to maintain options for future generations. Plessfer to Map 2 Wetlands, Wildlife Habitat and Natural
resources.

Agricultural Lands

As small in numbers as our hardworking farmers ¥Wéljamstown residents still care deeply about
them. Without them, we realize that much of ourarwharacter would be lost. Our farms are also very
important for other more practical reasons — theyaa important part of our economy and they prevabd
and sustenance.

There are 1,840 acres of important farmland sail8Villiamstown - 27 acres categorized as “prime”
and 1,647 considered to be of “Statewide signiftedr{seeMap 4 Earth and Mineral Resources)ronically,
the best agricultural soils are often the easestelvelop as they are generally flat, well draiaed stable.
However, it is important to understand that localrses of food could become critical given the utzceties
of our nation’s energy/transportation future ane ttown agricultural potential could be significantl
diminished if farmlands are excessively build upeaved, or divided into small, unworkable parcels.

For the moment, however, Williamstowagricultural base is relatively healthy, stable aigerse.
There are a handful of full time farms, approxinha@0 “working” farms, and a number of “hobby” oanp
time farms. However, the increasing tax burdenaygd landowners is often cited as a reason fosale of
farmland and its subsequent conversion to othes. usandowners can reduce their tax burden by apphpr
the Vermont Current Use Value Appraisal Programe Timogram helps owners of productive forest or
agricultural land by lowering their taxes to reflébeir actual, use opposed to most profitable, @erent
Williamstown landowners have approximately 9,35fea®f land enrolled in this program.

Land trusts can also help landowners wish to continue to work their land to remain soltveThese
organizations will work with willing landowners fmurchase the development rights to important psrdéie
owner will usually retain title and will often ugbe sale price as reinvestment capital to keepatipas
modern and productive. In 1997, Williamstown hadb 2&cres protected by the Vermont Housing and
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Conservation Board. In 2003, the Agency negotiatddrm conservation project with another Williaoven
family and now holds the easement on another 3 aif land.

Earth Resources

1. Topography/Slope:

Geological upheavals and glacial weathering, whadk place millions of years ago, sculptured the
land of Williamstown into mountains, hills, wetlasdivers, and lakes. Currently, elevations inlimstown
range from under 800 feet along Steven’s Brandhddiighest at 2,060 feet at Mount Pleasant imtréheast
corner of town. Elevations of land in combinatiatith soil factors can be important factors in lamske
planning. Improper development in areas with exgessrosion and instability can cause nutrient ilogd
steam siltation and groundwater contamination. [pment in areas with excessively steep slopes asay
have hidden financial burdens for the town. Newdsoan unsuitable slopes may be costly to constandt
maintain. In addition, access by fire, emergencyliced, and law enforcement and service vehiclesiase
difficult in these areas. Slopes over 25% are cmred unsuitable for most development and sepsieB)s.

2. Geology:

Most of the rock deposits in the Willistown area are a mixture of limestone, schist,gaadite.
Williamstown residents once quarried granite omaad scale. In 2004, Pike Industries establish&d-acre
quarry operation (on a 90-acre farm) in Williamstowr his operation removed approximately 100,001 tof
material last year.

Rock of Ages owns about 170 acres usagranite quarry near Foxville and a large quasripcated
near the border of Williamstown and Berlin on Ro68 The town also has a few sandpits and gravebsits
that supply commercial extraction operations, ideig:

Two large sand pits located in Williamstown on laye off Route 14.

A gravel and sand pit owned by the town locate@ @3-acre site located at the Barre town line
on Vermont Route 14 north of the village.

A 23-acre gravel pit in Williamstown owned by tlosvin of Barre. (This pit has been in
operation for nearly 30 years. Gravel reserves alblo groundwater table in the original 10-acre
section of the gravel pit are nearly exhaustedreéBalans to close down this gravel pit in the near
future, thus it should be closely monitored. In @9Barre purchased a little over 13 acres nearby).

Several borrow pits and small private gravel/saitgl p

Operation of the town gravel pit has satedtown a great deal of money. This site provideder sand
and is a source of crushed gravel for the towni@9 miles of gravel roads. Approximately 8,50bic
yards of winter sand is stored annually.

Sand, gravel, and quarry operations supmplch needed materials for road maintenance and
construction; but if not properly developed and aged, they can result in unstable slopes and slides
Furthermore, they have the potential to adversi#gctsurface and groundwater quality and quantitgrease
noise, dust, traffic levels and accidents on lgoalds, and affect the lives of people and anintads live
nearby. It is vital that town officials pay closieation to the potential location and operatioriutfire mining
and extraction operations to avoid land use cdsflienvironmental damage and habitat destruction.
Additionally, the town should avoid areas that vadluse unreasonable congestion or unsafe conditdhs
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respect to the use of the highways and intersegtiand access roads. ReferMap 4 Earth and Mineral
Resource$or more detailed information.

3. Soills:

Soil provides fertility, stores water, holds raimdarunoff for later release, cleans and filtershpgens
and toxins, buffers acidity, and decomposes wastiesame litter. Soils are the most important emrrental
factor that governs the use of land in rural ar€xsl scientists classify soils based on structdioem,
composition, and suitability for various types @velopment. Four characteristics are of primaryceom for
planning: the bearing capacity, erodability, drgmaand resource value. Some soils are suitablstrfiactures
and highways, while other soils are well suited §powing plants and vegetables. Other soil conaiitio
constrain development and/or the placement of ns&iptic systems. Most of Williamstown is comptisé a
layer of glacial till over bedrock. This till issually thin (less than 20 feet), particularly irethigher
elevations, and is composed of materials from tdayoulders.

The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDMatural Resources Conservation Service has
completed a soil survey of Orange County, Vermdihe survey contains useful information in managing
farms, woodlands, site locations for roads, pondsireation, and buildings. This survey describes
Williamstown’s soil primarily having a higher perdage of poorly drained soils than other assoaiatiof
soils.

D. Protective Resources

Surface Water

Surface waters are abundant in Williamstown. Tdwentis dotted with many ponds, interconnected
systems of streams and rivers, and many acres tdnde. These surface waters offer scenic beauty an
recreational opportunities. They draw fishermemoessts and boaters to our town, and provide dilived to
the residents of our town. Furthermore, thesedsodf water are literally wellsprings and reservaif life for
the insects, fish, microorganisms, birds, and wWédhat share our town.

Staples, Cutter, and Rood ponds are located almm@teven’s Branch and the Second Branch of the
White River in the Southern part of Williamstowhimehurst Pond, a 500-yard long, narrow shaped hoddy
water is rimmed on the west by gentle hillsidesheé@tponds include Rouleau, Whitcomb, and Lotus Lake
Ainsworth State Park has a small one-acre shallondpThere are also a number of smaller privatelp@md
brooks scattered throughout the town (Martin Brd®&ld Spring Brook, among several others).

Since rivers and streams are interconnected systgmasbroad, watershed scale the Stevens Branch of
the Winooski River flows northward to the Winoogkiver and ends up in Lake Champlain. Meanwhile, the
Second Branch flows southward to the White Rivestey.

Wetlands

Wetlands are numerous in Williamstown (sk&p 2). They include areas commonly known as
marshes, swamps, bogs, fens, shrub swamps and &vew@denps, or wet meadows. The water may be visible
standing water or unseen ground water. Many of wetland areas tend to be small because of the hilly
topography and are located at the margins of lawgkmnd water systems like lakes, ponds, riverd,streams.
Wetland areas are important because they store\ilater, reduce the impact of downstream floodind an
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erosion, provide habitat for wildlife, support ems control, and improve water quality by filteringut
impurities.

Currently, 90% of Williamstown’s wetlaadeas are on private land. In the Northwesternezcsection
of Williamstown (at the corners of Bador and HeliRolad) is a very private, secluded swamp, locaesgp dn
a forest that has over 20-acres of surface wateowk locally as Beaver Meadow Swamp, this are&lsin
wildlife and, not surprisingly, has an especiallyge habitat of beavers.

Vermont Wetland Rules classify all wetlands int@ af three classes:

Class One wetland areas are those that are excalpto irreplaceable in contribution so they
merit the highest level of protection,

Class Two wetland areas are those wetlands wheticaind to be significant enough so they
merit some protection (50-foot buffer zones), and

Class Three wetland areas are those wetlands &vat ot been determined to be sufficiently
significant enough to merit any protection. Howevilese wetlands may be protected by other
federal, state, or local regulations. For examipley may be mapped as a significant habitat area.

Wetland protection programs and regulating lawsteadi the federal, state, and local levels of Vermo
Community members must contact officials for amgrk activity that influences water levels in tivetland
area that involves draining, dredging, filling,grading.

Upon request, the Department of Environmental €xadion may determine wetland boundaries

through field investigation. Citizens may conttiet Wetlands Office at (802) 241-3770 for more iinfation
on state wetland rules and Conditional Use Deteaatiuns (CUD)

Natural Heritage Sites

Throughout Williamstown, there are many peat laf@sas with partially decayed, moisture-absorbing
plant matter), including bogs and fens. In thosatpands there are a number of sites of ecologigabrtance
because they host protected communities of rareiracdmmon native plants, rare mosses, shrubs, raisdes.
These plants are rare because they have very yarticabitat requirements. Others are at the edfdseir
ranges, are vulnerable to disturbance or collecioorhave difficulty reproducing for unknown reasonThe
state protects these rare plants with a statushoédtened” or “endangered” under the Vermont Egdesd
Species Law. The Federal Endangered Species Acpatsects these sites of ecological importance.

In 1995, a study was done by the UnitedeStEnvironmental Protection Agency to explore(fegtland,
deep peat sites) and riverside seep (groundwaggrage) communities in Williamstown that host prtadc
communities. This study concluded that there wredites that met criteria for “threatened” statnsluding a
fen area on Birch Lane and another marshy aredeldaan Pleasant Street. These wetland areas hewe ra
plants and the area has rare qualities that aeatdmed, or endangered and are protected by therdfed
Government. Several other sites were explored sgarehers and identified as “highly ranked as fehseep
sites”, including locations on South Stone Road¢iBlLane Road, Middle Stone Road, and North SRwed.
Other significant areas with rare communities amaied on Berlin Pond Road, and Mill Hill Road. ™iate
listed a marsh on Pleasant Street as having aptarg that is “threatened.” These significant ketisiare
depicted orMap 2.
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Wildlife Habitat

In Williamstown, wildlife is always close by andsidents have learned to respect them. Many resident
look forward to leaving a hard day of work and gphome to see deer grazing in their backfield cedafox
crossing the street. Luckily, moose, white-tailegid bobcat, and beaver populations continue tarekm the
Williamstown area. This increase has resulted aneiased viewing and hunting opportunities. Sk 2 for
locations of deer wintering areas.

Many birds have adapted quite well to our villagditat. They eat at our bird feeders, nest in aung,
hop around on our lawns, and eat berries off omamental trees. The wild turkey, ruffed grouse, and
woodcock continue to expand. Many people reportngekarge flocks of up to fifty wild turkeys in the
backyards. Other birds prefer areas not to go heygvnear humans like the Blue Heron who frequent o
wetland areas and Canada Geese who enjoy thealdmfi

Other creatures of the forest and wetlands ardifaleand equally important contributing to our web
life in their own special way. Significant amonge#le are reptiles, amphibians, and fish and inseatsy of
which pollinate our fruit trees and crops.

Scenic Areas

Williamstown’s scenic beauty is defined by a laragse of soft hills and valleys, wetlands, open
pastures, stone-walls, thick forestland, and diads lined with maple trees. Many of our back rastdisoffer
beautiful open pastures filled with horses, sheam cows. As the town moves forward with its plagn
activities it should consider conducting a landecagsessment to determine what areas are mosalctdi
community’s visual character.

E. Environmental Hazards in Williamstown
Overview

Natural and manmaddisasters can strike a community with little orwarning. Communities across
the country are struggling to prepare for thesesiptes events. The Williamstown select board adbe
customized Hazard Inventory/Vulnerability Assesstierdune 2004, and as a result, a Pre Disastégailin
Plan was developed. A Hazard/Crisis team will neetle organized. Training and practice are alserdisd
for the successful implementation of the Hazardi€rPlan. Community leaders and teachers will meady
access to the plan so they can understand its aenpand act on them to be prepared for a potenisss.
The Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan will need to beieared and revised at least every 3 years.

Soil/Water/Air Pollution

Contaminants in our soil, water and ain éad their way into our bodies by contact, ingastor
respiration, causing both long term and short teealth impacts. Williamstown has witnessed thegdes of
pollution firsthand. State officials have foundntamination within the proximity of the school. Rial973
through 1983, the (Interstate Industrial Uniformubdry aka —UniFirst) UniFirst facility operated auhdry
and dry cleaning business located on Hebert Rolae.facility borders a residential neighborhoodhe ¢ast,
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public schools to the north and south, and resielerand agricultural land to the west. In 1983, Sitate
discovered soil and water contamination coming fitten uniform-cleaning facility just above the elettay
school. Soil contamination flows downward along st@pe and seeps deep into cracks in the bedrduls ih
1984, to avoid protect public health the town hablke the nearby homes to the town’s water supphg State
installed a network of collection drains and expahthem in 1985 and 1990. Monitoring is ongoing.

The old town landfill site on VT Route 14 closedwiioas a Williamstown landfill as ordered in a
consent decree (official legal agreement) from 8tate of Vermont during the UniFirst contamination
problems. The old landfill section has been covened sealed, but one portion of the site is aiitaminated
and is restricted. Additional site monitoring andvestigation will continue by the Department of
Environmental Conservation (VDEC). Removal anddpamt of gravel contaminated by hazardous wasie is
violation of federal RCRA regulations as well asialation of the Williamstown Consent Decree. Amert
adjacent section of the town landfill is also comt@ated. The solid waste rule on landfills enadbgdthe
Vermont Department of Natural Resources required thndfills closed after 1989 must sample their
monitoring wells. The Williamstown Landfill closeatound 1992. Another 2-acre wetland section oftdien
landfill was used as a CVSWD trash depository fiemstation until 2003 and was closed because wnial
water contamination.

All restrictions on this land have been removedof009. This land can potentially be used for
recreational use.

There are many private junkyards (any property Bithr more unregistered vehicles) and dumpsites in
Williamstown. Samples at some of these sites fowadicentrations of methyl tertiary butyl ether,
trimethylbenzene, benzene, toluene, and other igas@nge organics.

The town tests water samples for comtants on an annual basis by Williamstown Waterddgpent.
Fortunately, Williamstown’s Water Quality Reportates that our current municipal water supply igantly
of high quality and potable. However, Williamstowlnes have some potential water quality problem& Th
contaminated UniFirst facility site is located ¢ tRouleau Brook Watershed. Rouleau Brook isbatary to
the Stevens Branch, which flows into the WinooskigR To protect the future public health, on Ma&h
2004, the Agency of Natural Resources’ proposethssifying the site groundwater (about 85 acresinfia
Class Il (drinkable water) to Class IV (not suiwabor potable water).

After numerous meetings, between ANR (Agency of uNdt Resources) and a small group of

concerned (and some effected) town citizens, ANRed)to consider withdrawal of the reclassificatovder
if the town would expand the water service aremttude all the effected properties and adopt atinance
which prohibited well drilling in the area. Theizéns brought this option to the Select Board. bhbard then
moved forward and negotiated with the ANR. The artie became effective January 3, 2009 and ANR
withdrew its position to reclassify April 17, 2009.

Other potential sources of water quality problentgyioate from developed land, agricultural,
atmospheric deposition, lawn/dump run-off, parkiots, construction sites, disturbed areas, roat aabd
failed septic systems. Based on the EnvironmentzteBtion Agency’s current data, 14% of surfaceensatn
Orange County are impaired or threatened. Somengraired by pathogens (bacteria and viruses), Imeta
(mercury, copper, and lead), and by sediments.r®tre impaired by high acidity levels.

According to Environmental Protectionehgy sources, Williamstown’s general air qualityetise
national standards. However, air quality is not itayad in Williamstown.
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In the future we must continue to strive to pcbteur citizens from both the incidence of, and

exposure to, environmental toxins. In recent y¢hesfederal government has been investing in tiadyais

and remediation of so called “brownfield” sitesro®nfields are defined by the United States Envimental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) as “real property, thgansion, redevelopment or reuse of which may be
complicated by the presence or potential presehaehazardous substance, pollutant or contamindiypical
prior uses that may fall into this category in Cah¥vermont include old town dumps, photo develgpsites,

mill complexes, factories, dry cleaners, auto nephops, gas stations and even some agricultuesl. Sites in
Williamstown include, but are not restricted toy awo old town dumps and the UniFirst property. Ehes
concern that there may be other properties in #iitown that have not been designated as browrsiiglsl

Brownfield sites often remain vacant and underédi due to concerns over liability and unknown
environmental assessment and clean-up costs; y&t sil@s can be rehabilitated. Redevelopment arsesof
potentially contaminated sites has many benefitduding:

Elimination of eyesore properties

Promotes/supports historic use patterns

Protects human and environmental health

Strengthens the local economy

Since brownfield sites are often in already devetbpreas, their reuse can help to promote compact
land use and in-fill development. According to thé&. Environmental Protection Agency’s web siter ‘doery
acre of brown fields redeveloped, it is estimateat in average of 4.5 acres of green fields aredsav

The CVRPC has been very active in the area of biieldnrehabilitation, having received over a half
million dollars in EPA grants since 2004 to as$@st/ns in assessing and reclaiming important progeert
Williamstown should consider taking advantage & @ommission’s expertise to identify and evaluaiéss
within the community for inclusion in the program.

Noise Pollution

Any undesired loud and/or continuous sound candnmsidered “noise.” Noise pollution is defined as
“continuous and unrelenting sounds at all levelemisodic and excessively loud sounds.” Higherentesels
may be appropriate and unavoidable within desighatdustrial, commercial, and mixed use areas. &Viil
must be recognized that noise necessarily accomgar@rtain business and transportation operatioas,
development should make all reasonable efforts itinmze noise impacts and shall not exceed accéptab
standards in residential areas. Among the straadgiethe town to consider are: restricting hourgeration
or construction, using vegetated buffer zones lterfisound, taking advantage of topography in des)
projects to provide sound barriers, the use ofctiral barriers (i.e. earth berms and sound walsy
architectural design and materials.

Flooding and Fluvial Erosion

Floodplains are low lying areas of land adjacerd &ireams and rivers that are frequently inundayed
water. While these places serve important ecoébgionctions, including floodwater storage, sediimen
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trapping, nutrient filtering and aquifer rechargkeey can be hazardous locations for people andepiypp
Flooding (and flood related events), arising fromagiety of causes, including heavy rain, meltimg\s, ice
jams, poor drainage and dam breaks, is the mogudrg, damaging and costly type of natural disaster
experienced in the state and region. In fact, dkerlast 50 years flood recovery costs have avdr&jd
million per year (not adjusted for inflation) staide. Unfortunately, it appears that Vermont caticgpate
more frequent flooding occurrences in the yearsadlas climate change models predict wetter summigns
more intense rainfall events.

High water causes damage in two distinct, but edlatvays.Inundationcan fill structures with water
and cause property damage and drowning. It is @ gancern for those living in or near Flood HazAahes
(the area inundated by water during a flood witstadistical probability of occurring once every 1{@ars —
l.e., the “One Hundred Year Flood”). lulvial erosioni.e. flash flooding actually causes greater damage
Within the area of a stream or river’'s active ckinrmovement, known as the Fluvial Erosion HazardeZ(or
FEH), bank failures and changes in river chanoelses during floods can undermine buildings, rp&asn
fields, and utility infrastructure.

Williamstown is not immune to either of these hasalOver the years the town has experienced several
damaging floods and high water events. The mosinteevents were July 2007 and July 2008.

Perhaps the best known mitigation program is théoNal Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). This
program, administered through the Federal Emergéfemyagement Agency (FEMA), identifies areas within
the Flood Hazard Zone and prescribes developmewestandards and procedures for lands withinleggd
areas. Municipalities that comply with Federanstards can qualify their residents for flood iasuwe
through the program at rates far below what wo@dailable on the private market. It is essentmrefore,
that Williamstown maintain its eligibility for thiprogram. It is important to note that under thisgpam,
reduced insurance rates are available town-widet ust to those located within the Flood Hazart&®

In the near future, Orange County will be undergaanFEMA directed “map modernization process”
which will provide the town with updated digital pgof Williamstown’s Flood Hazard Zones. Because t
new maps will use ortho-photographs as a base,ttagybe more accurate and easier to interpret. nVitne
updates are completed, Williamstown will have siantins to review them and request any modificatidus.
the end of this period the maps will become offieiad the town’s Flood Hazard Regulations will hage
comply with revised federal standards if Williamstois to remain in the NFIP program. It is antatgd that
Williamstown will face a deadline for program conapice in 2010 or 2011. The “current” FEMA maps,
provided to the town some 30 years ago, depicty®d® flood levels, primarily identifying areas seudtj to the
threat of inundation alonthe valley that parallels Route 14 and the Stev@n&nch and a few other areas
scattered within the town. Development in theseasis restricted in order to prevent water pollutend
damage to life and property in accordance with Mflistown’'s Flood Hazard ordinance. Agriculture,
recreation, forestry, and other similar low intéysises are permitted

While the FEMA Flood Hazard Zones are important snape for town planning and for mortgage
lenders in deciding which properties need flooduraace protection, they do not address fluvial ieros
hazards. Accordingly, the Department of Environraen€onservation, and many Regional Planning
Commissions, has been busy conducting fluvial erodiazard assessments for many river and stream
segments statewide. Town’s can use erosion hazapgping information to help avoid future life ancbperty
damage by allowing rivers and streams the areg tieed to maintain or re-establish their natural
“equilibrium” (or stability) thereby avoiding theeed for costly, and potentially environmentally daimg
stream channelization and bank stabilization megsuwhile Flood Hazard and Fluvial Erosion HaZzodes
typically have large areas of coincidence, theysatdom, if ever, identical.
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Even if Williamstown were to restrict nel@velopment from flood hazard and FEH zones, itld/oot
solve every problem. Historically, the town haalgtnessed damage from upland streams that haviecien
mapped by either of the above programs. Mountairmouslly areas tend to have narrow, confined cledsn
through which flood water move rapidly and traveinmhstream more quickly than in flat areas. Everngjoa
building is not located in a valley where a risinger could overflow its banks and inundate theicire, it is
not necessarily safe from flood damage. By esfainlg development setbacks, communities can pteven
people from building structures too close to riyetsch that the structures could be flooded or saefy by
strong currents in a storm.

Finally, it is important to consider hdand use within a watershed impacts flooding. Inmjoeis
surfaces, such as roads, driveways, parking amédbaildings prevent water from soaking into theugd,
increasing runoff and erosion potential. Any dibaurce of the soil or any change in topography magease
erosion potential. Building development and sdilagie are two primary causes of soil disturbance in
Williamstown. Logging is another. Excessive loggran leave hillsides open to erosion, removingftinest
canopy that would have absorbed and retained mitieowater. Improperly constructed logging roadsym
lead to increased erosion, particularly on poorlgirted soils. Private driveway culverts are oftenlersized,
causing washouts and road damage during intensassto

Driveways which are improperly gradexd aitched can direct water onto the main road,eimsing
highway maintenance costs. Improper maintenandevaf roads and roadway culverts can lead to washout
Soil and vegetation allowed to build up on the sdgleroads prevent water from running into ditci@egged
culverts restrict water flow. Inadequate investrseimt municipal infrastructure result in problemslsuas
undersized (or too few) culverts, inadequate digcbe the lack of headwalls on culverts.

\v
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NATURAL RESOURCES & FEATURES

Goals | Policies

1. To promote sound management, conservation and uséWilliamstown’s natural resources by
educating the community and establishing mechanisnis inform and assist town officials.

Establish &Conservation Commissidn assist the town in identifying, studying, maining, and
protecting important natural resources includinglegically sensitive areas. Responsibilities caatdude:

Promoting public awareness about our natural ressueind environmental threats;

Enlisting public participation in identificationygtection, preservation, mapping and enhancement
ecologically sensitive resources. Work with thehhéghool students to use their GIS system to ifjeatid map
Williamstown’s natural resources.

Seeking grants from the state and private foundatio educate the community

Educate landowners about fish and wildlife habitanagement practices

2. To protect environmental quality by avoidig undue impact from human activity and maintaining
natural areas that contribute to the quality of life in Williamstown.

Class 1 and 2 wetlands are considered signifigashishall not be drained, filled, or altered to anomdate
subdivision.
Class 3 wetlands are also considered very impoatadhishall not be drained, filled, or altered tocammodate
subdivision unless without review by the state @iredissuance of a CUD.
Proposals for subdivision of a lot involving or acknt to an identified wetland shall provide a munm 50 foot
setback for roads, buildings, structures and sewggeems from the wetlands.
Undisturbed areas of vegetation should be retaanedencouraged along the banks of surface wate
Any activity that would degrade important groundevagupplies is discouraged. Specifically,
development activities in designated WHPA's shalthrefully reviewed for groundwater impacts.
WHPA signs should be located bordering areas censitiprotected so residents can avoid
contaminating important groundwater.
New development should be designed so as to miaiimpacts on deer yards and critical wildlife
habitat.
Work with the Department of Forest, Parks, and &ation to assist with the State Management Pl;
for Ainsworth State Park.
Hazardous wastes shall be disposed of properlyeteept any degradation of groundwater
Construction on steep or unstable slopes and imdligvations (slopes in excess of 25% and elevat
above 2,000 feet) is prohibited
Town should seek funding to administer a surveysindy areas of possible contamination through
participation in the Central Vermont Brownfieldsémtory and Assessment Initiative
Storage and utilization of fertilizers, pesticidpstro-chemicals, herbicides, sludge, or other
potentially harmful industrial, agricultural, comro@l or residential materials, must be accomplisime
a manner compatible with existing regulations
Seek funds to purchase and install monitoring waglihe Williamstown Landfill.
Encourage businesses and practices to not poliutlace existing pollution.

ion

N

3. To balance the benefits and uses of sandagel and other mineral and earth resources againghe
impacts associated with their extraction, processmand transportation.

Discourage the extraction of sand and gravel iatloas that would be unduly detrimental to
surrounding land uses or the environmental quafityie area.
All areas used to extract mineral and earth ressufgand, gravel, topsoil, and granite) will béistzed

during and after the extraction process (includiaging topsoil and seeding and planting new trees).
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4. To preserve the aesthetic quality and workmlandscape of the Town.

Support the Vermont Land Trust and the Vermont lifauand Conservation Board in their efforts to
protect working lands.

Seek grants for the enhancement of access to saeyas. For example, create car turn-offs for vigwi
vistas, add benches for viewing waterfalls.

Discourage ridgeline development or conspicuougldgment on locally prominent landscape/scenic
features unless effectively screened, or clearthénbest interest of the general public.

Encourage “clustered” or “open space” subdivismpromote the preservation of resources by allowi
flexibility in the design and sitting of buildings.

5. To manage the quality and quantity of stornwater runoff in order to avoid property damage and
negative impacts on surface and groundwater.

Structural Best Management Practices (BMP’s) shbel used to control storm water on new
development sites before and after constructioriyting plans for long-term maintenance and
operations Methods may include diversions, seedingg¢hing, check dams, construction schedules,
basins, trenches, dry well, leaching catch basiag bales, inlet protections, sand and compostdiland
others.).

Acceptable Management Practices (AMP’S) shouldrbel@yed on all agricultural, silvacultural and
earth extraction operations.

Contractors and landowners are encouraged to adhsulErosion Control Prevention Manual”
published by the Vermont Geological Survey prioutalertaking activities which will disturb the soll

6. To avoid, where possible, the conflictsuisances and hazards associated with land usesth
produce dangerous, excessive or otherwise bothersenmpacts.

Adopt a Noise Control Ordinance that establishesaimum DBA allowable at property line
boundaries.
Advocate for noise reduction measures in the dewedmt review process. Techniques considered cg
include: restricting hours of operation or conetien, using vegetated buffer zones to filter squaking
advantage of topography in designing projects twige sound barriers, the use of structural bariiee.
earth berms and sound walls), and architecturagydesd materials.

Adopt a Firing Range Ordinance

Advocate for Firing ranges or similar uses to behfhited inside, or within % mile of village areas
addition, they will not be permitted within ¥ mibé an existing residence unless all reasonable uness
to prevent danger from stray bullets and damade#oing are taken. Among the techniques availabl
are: sound barriers, sound walls, and time reginst

7. To reduce damage from future flooding events ahto prevent changes to the landscape this could
increase hazardous flooding conditions.

Initiate mapping of Williamstown’s FEH risk are#@geas subject to fluvial erosion hazards, from
gradual stream bank erosion to catastrophic chamiatgement, bank failure, and change in course ta
naturally occurring stream channel adjustmentsyishioe identified and mapped in accordance witle pied
state fluvial geomorphic assessment and mappinggois.

Review final revised FEMA flood hazard maps whesytbecome available.

Review and update Williamstown’s Flood Hazard Oadice to comply with updated NFIP maps and
standards and possibly to address fluvial erosa@alus. This should be accomplished through thptahoof a

puld

4%

unified overlay district based on the above maps.
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Maintain development setback distances from smsiteams (those for which an FEH zone has not been
mapped) to minimize the potential for flash floahthge. A 50 foot minimum buffer is recommended By V
ANR.

Undersized or blocked bridges and culverts areia mdprit in exacerbating flooding and erosion
hazards. Accordingly, Williamstown should contintagarticipate in CVRPC'’s Bridge and Culvert Progria
order to develop a detailed GIS based inventorth exact locations and specifications for thesecstires.
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CHAPTER IV

EDUCATION & LEARNING

A. Overview

Education is the process by which people pass letye and values to each other. Education gives
people new ways of looking at the world and prepai@ung people for adult roles. Education also gmep
adults for new roles. A lack of education oppotties limits an individual’s job opportunities amdduces
their ability to provide for basic needs like hbattare, housing, and transportation. This is egfigdirue in
today’s society with its increasing dependency exhhology. Quality education is vital to our towgsality
of life, now and in the future. Every one of ousitents has something to teach and something to. [€ais

plan seeks to find creative ways to increase oppdrés to help residents share their knowledgé \hieir
neighbors.

B. Education Levels
The town education levels are an excellent indicatoour economy and quality of life. While high

school graduates are the majority of our town’sypagoon, Williamstown’s overall education levelglaehind
the Region and the State, especially with respebigher learning.

Figure C
Williamstown Education Levels
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Figure D
Educational Attainment Levels
(2000 Census)

Williamstown Orange Co. Vermont

Less than §' grade | 6% 5% 5%
9-12  grade, no| 13% 11% 9%
diploma
High school or eqiv. | 47% 38% 32%
Some college, no16% 16% 20%
degree
Associate’s degree | 7% 8% 7%
Bachelor’s degree 8% 14% 17%
Grad. Or Prof. | 3% 9% 10%
degree

C. Schools

History

The History of Williamstown, Vermont, 1781-199Williamstown Historical Society) reports,
“Williamstown has, over the years, had 17 schoetriits.” A list of those school districts is adldavs:
Clogston District School (Stone Road), Martin Sdh@oiginally Graniteville Road moved to McGlynn IHi
Road), South Hill School (Graham Road), Lynde Stlfstoarp corner of Hebert Road), Baptist StreetoSth
(Baptist Street), Cram School (corner of Northfiddad and Clark Road), Woolcut School (Boyce Shtreet
Quarry School (corner of Tower and McCarty Road)ais School (Flint Road), Toad Hollow or Gale S¢hoo
(Williamstown-Barre Road) Briggs School (off Chelsdeoad), Hatch School (South Hill Road), Alfred 8mi
School (Weir Road), and the Village School (Congtam Hill, Town Hall).

Town officials designed the current schools todzated in the Village. The Williamstown Elementary
School was built in 1962 on Brush Hill Road, justawh the street from the High Schodlhe school has the
capacity to serve between 300-350 students in gr&d®. The Williamstown Middle/High School, buih
1973 on Hebert Road, educates students from gatesugh 12 and has a capacity of 400-450 studSets
Map 3 for the school locations.

In 2004, the School Board adopted thiviong mission statement: t6 provide an education that
fosters the development of responsible and sucdassividuals who will practice good citizenship their
local and extended communitiestn order to meet this challenge, school officiadgeed to; build and sustain
a safe school system that cultivates academic lexcel and life-long learning, recognize the rolgaifents in
the education of their children, and value a wagkielationship with the community at large. Theah plan
to foster positive connections between adults &edsthools by offering public educational oppotiesi In
addition, they plan to remain accountable to famsiland the community for both educational resultsfescal
responsibility.
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Enrollment Trends

Student enrollments in both the elementary and middle/high schools have varied since 1995. Orange
North Supervisory Union enrollment figures show that Williamstown’s student population reflects the overall
state trend of a steady decline in its school-age population. According to the School Construction Report, the

equalized pupils sorted by growth rates shows that Williamstown’s average annual change from fiscal year
2000 to 2002 decreased by -3.4%.

Enrollment projections for the State suggest the numbers will fall for the rest of the decade and possibly
longer.
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Figure E Equalized Pupils: This figure is not an actual count, but is a weighted number. It is close to the
actual students enrolled. The weighing is based on kids in preschool, grades 1-6, and grades 7-12. Younger
kids count less and older kids count more.

Funding Challenges

Today, our school officials are grappling with a number of funding challenges including:

° The number of full-time public classroom teachers, instructional aides, and other teachers
has increased while the enrollment has been declining. Despite the drop in enrollments, the
federal No Child Left Behind Law makes it difficult to reduce staffing, because the schools
are expected to meet annual progress goals or be penalized

e  Teacher’s salaries are increasing somewhat and rising health care cost pose significant
challenges to the school system

e  Residents are finding it difficult paying the increasing taxes

In 1999, for the purposes of providing a financing system that provided equal opportunity in public
education, State officials enacted Act 60. Under this program towns received an equalized amount of money
from the state for every student they enrolled. State officials based the state block grant formula on two
variables: equalized pupils (not an actual headcount) and compared it to the statewide average.
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In 2003 a new state education funding law, Act&@8ended Act 60. This law changed the way towns
compiled their grand list for the statewide propd&x. The Act took effect in 2005 and the new genwill
eliminate the property sharing pool where per pspénding links to the town’s tax rates. Townb sylit the
grand list between residential properties (housedile homes, or farms) and non-residential prgpetch as
commercial, industrial, camps, vacation homes, dpad (not used as a primary residence for more #a
months of each year. Under the new law, non-refimeproperty is subject to a higher statewide edion
property tax rate than residential property. Urtlerchanges in the education financing formulajisivistown
school taxes have decreased.

The following is a history of the Williamstown Sabie tax rate history:

2001 | 2002 | 2003| 2004 | 200% 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

School 1.69 1.79] 151 1.30 1.17 119 1.19 118 125 135 1440

Physical Condition/Location

The middle and high school both recently underwagnificant renovations. 8.9 million dollars was
spend to updating and modernizing the buildingntdude an energy efficient wood chipped fired baileused
in a separate building.

Community Mapping Program

In 2004, the High School, in partnership with thianihing Commission, applied for a mini grant
through the Community Mapping Program, (Orton Faitiwh, Vermont Institute of Natural Sciences) to
explore how maps can help Williamstown examine llagsues and plan for their future. The High Schol
long-term vision is to sustain the work they haweytbegun with their community.

However, the 2003, Economic Development Committeeveyy reported that residents felt it was
important to have a school system within their camity. In fact some reported that having a sthodthe
Village was the primary reason they moved to Whilisiown and if the schools were located outsidehef t
Williamstown village it would divert community agtties away from its town center. School consoimfat
increases travel times and transportation costgingahe school located in the village reinforcleattlocation
as the core for community life. When our childreslkao schools it saves transportation costs.

D. Adult Education

Research in adult education increasingly showsatatts are more likely to learn in an informal way
as they do not always have the time to leave wotktake formal courses. Adults in Williamstown wivant
help with learning basic reading, writing, mathddfnglish (as a second language) can receive hedpgh a
free program of instruction provided by the Centfatmont Basic Education Program located in Baifbey
also have the opportunity to study for their higthaol equivalency exam or the adult diploma program
Students and teachers meet in on-to-one and snoalp gessions and design an individual learningnara to
suit the requirements of each adult student. Velerst from the community help make this service ssibée to
Williamstown residents.

EDUCATION AND LEARNING
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GOALS | POLICIES & TASKS

To strive for schools that foster community-learnirg opportunities where students and adults
learn together.

Support and encourage community-school partnerships
Continue the Williamstown High School GIS mappimggram

To create a learning community.

Support the mission of the Williamstown School B¢st

Support efforts to broaden access to adult andseducational opportunities.

Support vocational education opportunities.

Secure funds for space that could be used for pebliication opportunities on issues
concern to the community.

Support home schooling, GED, and other non-traakitibearning options.

To remain accountable, both educationally and fisdyy, to school families and community at

large.

The School Board should work with the communityeeiew funding and standards data to
improve the quality of the schools and studentgrerénce.

Encourage schools to employ capital budgeting angrpmming as a means to anticipate ar
plan for the payment of capital improvements.
Ensure that Williamstown’s schools remain in théage as they are vital to the community’g
vitality and identity.
Support incremental investment in the school'ststesm renovation needs to support the Ig
term needs of our neighborhoods and children.
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CHAPTER YV

HOUSING

A. Overview

Housing is critical to our existence. The size taraand cost of housing shapes the communities in
which we live, impacting local economic developmesthool enroliment, as well as land use and
transportation patterns — indeed housing is patti@ivery fabric of our lives. Providing for a rangf housing
options for a variety of incomes levels and liféstyand locations that make sense contributesetwithlity
and diversity of our community.

This Chapter discusses existing conastiavith respect to housing in Williamstown, examiteends,
including development patterns and affordabilityuiss, considers Williamstown’s expected housingvtiro
and outlines strategies to accommodate future hgudemand. Finally, it concludes with a list c$aarces
that can be used by town officials and residents are interested in this important issue.

B. General Trends and Conditions:

Unit Growth/Household size

According to the State of Vermont, the definitidnachousing unit is, “a house, an apartment, a haobi
home or trailer, a group of rooms or a single ramaupied as separate living quarters, or if vadatended
for occupancy as separate living quarters.”

As Williamstown’s population has grown, so hastiienber of housing units in the communi8eg Table L

Table 1.
Housing Units vs. population in Williamstown 1940 2009
(US Census)

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2008
Population | 1477 1600 1553 1822 2284 2839 3225 3209

Housing 408 421 439 555 861 1133 1318 1427
Units

In fact, as the Table suggests, housing unit grohdls greatly outpaced population growth in
Williamstown (as in the rest of the Country), owiteggely to steadily decreasing household sizehis T
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phenomenon can be attributed to smaller familiesaging population, higher divorce rates and chamgi
cultural mores. The avera@@usehold size in Williamstown has decreased fragd persons per household
(pph) in 1970 to 2.58 pph in 2000, according to.\C8nsus data. However, it remains slightly abaateSand
Regional averages (2.44 and 2.46 respectively)n&oic and demographic forecast projections prephayed
CVRPC predict that the figure for Williamstown wilbntinue to decrease to about 2.36 pph in 2020.

The divergence between housing unit growth and latipa is especially evident over recent yeaese(
Table 2). This suggests that the Town must continue do fdr growth and development despite an apparently
stable population.

Table 2.
Change in housing units and population in Willianstown 2001- 2008
(VT. Department of Health estimates, Williamstown Panning Commission data)

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Population | + 37 -6 +6 -5 -16 0 -18
Housing 14 16 18 25 11 20 15 10 12
units

In 2008 the Central Vermont Regional Plan adoptétbasing Distribution Plams part of its Regional Plan.
This document asks municipalities to plan for fatastimated housing need through the year 2020. The
numbers for Williamstown appear rable 3 below.

Table 2chart shows Williamstown housing units. Projecsigumedict that the Town will need to pléor ---
new housing units by 202@erived by the Central Vermont Regional Planr@ammission).

Table 3.
2008 CVRPC Housing Distribution Plan
Williamstown

2000-2004 2005-2009 2010-2014 2015-2020 Total
New Units 84 131 140 184 539
Actual Units 73 67
Unit Type/Condition

According to the 2000 U.S. Census, The vast mgjarithousing units in Williamstown (78%) are single
family, owner occupied homes. Less than one fiffff6) of units are renter occupied. Five percentrifs are
vacant and 2% are considered seasonal or recraktiBoth owners and renters are relatively stadteraging
19 and 11 years at their current addresses, resggct

Out of the total 1,318 housing units, the followiisga breakdown of substandard housing in Williawst,
according to the 2000 US Census Data:
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33 housing units lacked complete plumbing facsiti#2 of which were owner occupied
13 owner occupied housing units lacked completehkih facilities
15 occupied housing units had no telephone seaxiadable

Density, Location and Distribution

In the early twentieth century towns and villagesevcharacterized by compact
neighborhoods surrounded by rural countrysideet®emnt decades, however, much of the housing growth
Vermont (and Williamstown) is happening outside/ithge centers$ee Map ). As we perpetuate this
pattern we are in danger of losing not only ouiqueicharacter, but a variety of other attributesels It has
been demonstrated that the benefits of developémgetr, compact housing within or close to villagd sown
centers at historic settlement densities are nunseaad include:

decreased land costs due to smaller lot sizes
decreased development costs due to proximity &tiegi infrastructure
increased opportunities to develop a variety ofshay options for different
lifestyles
decreased automobile dependency due to proximiynenities such as
0o schools, shops, services and jobs
increased vitality and economic activity in villagenters
increased viability of mass transportation
preservation of natural resources such as agrraliiand and water resources

While it is widely believed that this shift to homen large lots in rural locations is driven by kedr
forces/consumer preference, that perception mabethe entire story. In fact, a 2005 survey by\tbemont
Forum on Sprawl concluded that 80% of Vermont resisl believe that “action should be taken to preven
sprawl,” and, more surprisingly, that 33% of Verrteoda would choose to live in an urban/village setover a
rural one if such a choice was available. Thieldigure represents a 65% increase over the numhbking
this choice in a 1998 poll.

Rural communities can promote compact housing byiging density bonuses and other incentives for
“clustered” development, or by finding suitabledtions for village expansion. Williamstown, withigic
water and wastewater infrastructure and capaaty & better position than most small Vermont tewm
realize these “smart growth” principles. Howeweithout land use regulations it is difficult to lnénce
developers, and potential developers, to conforthiovision.

The aforementioned CVRPC Housing Distribution Pdaks towns to provide in their municipal plans,
a map showing preferred locations for accommodadimgcipated future units, as well as a map disptayhe
locations of new units during the preceding fivaarygeriod. Both of these maps may be found in the
Appendices to this Plan.

Proposed Housing Distribution Plan

Map 5 depicts the new village area of the townedgdd by settlement patterns and extension of the
water and sewer lines. The planning commission @bk to encourage development of housing unithiwi
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that current village area and adjacent localeutlire homes are built in this area they will haxeater
accessibility to water and sewer lines, cable ahdrautilities, and close proximity to amenitie$eoéd with
the local village businesses.

C. Affordability

It is undeniable that the availability of affordabthomes is crucial to our quality of life. Affordab
housing is also vital to the local economy becamployers cannot attract or keep good employelesusing
IS not available However thousands of Vermonters and their families havenbe®ving an increasingly
difficult time finding housing they can afford oveecent decades. According to the Vermont Housing
Council/Vermont Housing Awareness Campaign docuni@#tween a Rock and a Hard Place (2009
Update)™

“This situation is the product of many factors, ituessentially boils down to the fact that
Vermont is a state with relatively high housingts@nd, for a large portion of the workforce,
relatively low wages. The slow pace of housingligment, especially development of
moderately-priced housing, has left Vermont witty wght rental and home purchase markets,
whose low vacancy rates help keep prices up.”

The Vermont State standard for housing affordabdefines housing as “affordable” if the househisld
paying no more than 30 percent of its income fat ead utilities or for mortgage, taxes and insaea his
standard may be too high when considering thegisosts of other necessities, such as health fterle and
child care, but it remains the basis for definiffgraable housing.” So, affordability is determinieg two
factors: the cost of housing and the ability ofgdedo pay that cost.

Williamstown, like much of the rest of Vermont, hagnessed a dramatic increase in home/rent costs.
And, while wages have increased as well, they ldave so at a considerably slower pace. This ghaciey
has resulted in an increasing “affordability gaptinsider the following statistics:

In 2000 the median household income in Williamstavas $45,859. In 2006 median family income
was $50,648. Although these are slightly diffenmeiasurements, they suggest that no dramatic seira
wages has taken place. When we look at housirtg ocesr a similar period, the story is very differe
According to the US Census the median value of ihgusits in Williamstown was $88,200. By 2008
however, the average cost of units sold (22 in)tetas $180,322, and even mobile homes average8,®10Q.

Despite this dramatic increase, home costs and neWilliamstown remain slightly below county
averages, and well below state averages. Thi®ksaply of little comfort to the average resideatvever.
The average family in Williamstown could affordgay approximately $160,000 (with $11,000 down)éor
home. So, it appears that, for the first time,alierage Williamstown family could not afford theseage
Williamstown home.

This situation is not much better in the rental ke&rin 2000, the median gross rent in Williamstown
was $450/month. The average rent for a two bedraoantment is $852/month (2009). While this remains
below the statewide average ($914), it would sidjuire an income of $15.29 per hour, or $31,800/par, to
afford to pay rent. In other words, an individuaduld have to make 190% of minimum wage to liveuch a
place.
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There is some evidence that recent economic conditire stemming the rising tide of housing costs.
Again, according to the Vermont Housing Councilivent Housing Awareness Campaign document
“Between a Rock and a Hard Place” (2009 Update):

“Home purchase prices have stabilized, but it sddag noted that recently, the market has
seen a decline in the prices at the upper endefriarket while prices at the lower end —
$200,000 and below — have tended to hold firm. Tesns that people who can afford

a more expensive home can find bargains, but pesptére looking for something the median
household income can afford are probably still iogkat the same prices.

“Although interest rates are down, the turmoil lretfinancial markets has caused credit requiremenmts
tighten, which has had wide ranging ripple effdbit include job losses at

a pace not seen in many years. The financial mgrkétiation has also made it more expensive

for many people to obtain a mortgage, as minimueditiscores, mortgage insurance

requirements, and fees have all increased in regeniths.”

Estimated median household income in 2008: $49,730 (it was $38,929 in 2000)
Williamstown: $49,730
Vermont: $52,104

Estimated per capita income in 2008: $23,969
Estimated median house or condo value in 2008: $169,749 (it was $88,200 in 2000)
Williamstown: $169,749
Vermont: $214,700

Mean prices in 2008: All housing units: $188,244; Detached houses: $198,044; Townhouses or other
attached units: $77,589; In 2-unit structures: $186,838; Mobile homes: $86,381
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Home Sales in Williamstown, VT
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Read more: http://www.city-data.com/city/Williamstown-Vermont.html#ixzzOnO10p4|S

D. Special Needs Housing

Elderly/Low Income

Central Vermont will experience substantial changdbe growth and decline of certain age groups
between 2000-2010. Most notably, householders leatilee ages of 25-44 are expected to decline okt
of the growth will occur in householders betweeasag5-69. There will also be a fairly significantiease in
the number of householders over 80 years old.

Vermont’s rental housing environment is a difficcittallenge for the 13,881 Vermonters who live on
Supplemental Security Income, or SSI1.44. Montty &ecks were $726 in 2009. SSI.45 or $188 lems t
the 2-bedroom FMR (Fair Market Rent) Fifty-six pamtof SSI recipients have no other source of ireom
SS1.46 The average FMR for a one-bedroom apartmérérmont, $746, would consume an entire SSI check
A Vermonter living on SSI can afford about $220 pemth for housing. Williamstown needs to provide a
range of affordable middle and high end housingclmommodate all income levels.

Williamstown has served its elderly and low incompepulations well over the years with the
development of the following projects:
Williamstown Square. (22 one-bedroom units).
Meadowbrook Place (15 units)
Limehurst Mobile Home Park
The Gardens, a retirement community, offering esp@rtments according to income. In 2004,
the Gardens added an additional 21 new apartments.
Northwind Trailer park
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The town of Williamstown is proud of the years apport for the elderly and low income housing. The
town feels that we have done our share to supp@ripbpulation. We would encourage future develapnoé
housing that will help balance the taxable property

Disabled Population

Williamstown offers specialized housing opportwstifor its non-elderly, disabled residents at Seécon
Spring Residential Community, located on Rte 64e 2802 Vermont Housing Data, a collaborative prtopdéc
Vermont’s housing community, reported that Williaowen has a large number of individuals diagnoseth ai
disability. There were approximately 35 individubkstween the ages of 16 and 20, 365 between tlsech@d
and 64, and 157 individuals age of 65 or over medtie definition at that time.

Homeless

Homelessness in Central Vermont is growing, yist & problem which is not easily tracked. Homeless
persons are not counted in the Census and many threg do not seek assistance or shelter at lacéities.
Some ‘couch surf’ at homes of friends and famibyme seek shelter in tents or in their cars. Otheg find
shelter in abandoned lots or buildings. Currertibré is one overnight shelter in Central Vermdre, Good
Samaritan Haven in Barre. It operates on a firstedirst-serve basis and is open from 6 p.m. ta¥. & the
winter and from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. in the summeraddition to the overnight shelter there is oneditzonal
housing site. Transitional housing provides thedwibetween homelessness and permanent housind. Goo
Neighbors offer both short term housing and caseag@ment to assist families transitioning from
homelessness into permanent housing.

According to the Washington County Needs Assessangriage stays at the Good Samaritan Shelter
have dramatically increased in the last 10 yeard9B8 the average stay was between eight daysotwéeeks,
in 2004 the average stay was two months. More peopb are seeking shelter are not transient bubast
Vermonters who are working multiple jobs and carafturd rent.

E. Fair Housing Laws & Municipal Responsibility

State and Federal housing laws help protect agamsing discrimination. Under the Federal Fair
Housing Act and its 1988 amendments, individualy filta complaints alleging housing discrimination the
basis of race, color, national origin, religionnder, handicap, or familial status. Individuals na¢éso allege
related acts of discrimination that are governeatber federal laws such as the Civil Rights Acl1964.
Vermont law (9 VCS 4503) prohibits any person frengaging in unfair housing practices such as thusaé
to sell or rent, as well as many other actions Ivea in the advertisement, financing, and brokeohg
dwelling.

A municipality has fair housing responsiigis regardless of whether or not the Federal
Government has funded the activity that is thesdbfsithe complaint. A fair housing violation dasst require
a discriminatory intent; a violation can be foumagly because municipal officials carried out reagul
activities in a routine way and failed to recognizeir special fair housing responsibilities. Irdan Chapter
117 section 4412 outlines required provisions awthipited effects by which municipalities must ahid
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Municipalities carry out four broad cate@asriof activities that affect housing. Each cagger municipal
fair housing responsibilities:

Regulatory activities— When a municipality enacts and administers egulis (e.g. zoning or
building codes) that affect existing or potentegidential properties;
Provision of services- When a municipality provides routine services in
residential areas or to residents;
Provision of subsidies- When a municipality offers financial incentives
(e.g. grants, loans, or loan guarantees) ariglgervices (e.g. infrastructure
projects or housing rehabilitation serviceshasidential property
owners or to residents; and
Proprietary activities — When a municipality buys or sells real propepsticularly if the
property was used or will be used as a residence.

Under the Fair Housing Act, a person who belietes he or she is a victim of
housing discrimination may file either a complaiith the Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) or a lawsuit in federastate court. If a municipality
must defend itself against a complaint based of-#weHousing Act, or if it is
found to have violated the Act, the costs can besicierable. For more information
on Fair Housing laws, visit the HUD website at Httpud.gov.

F. Federal Response

Some new initiatives and programs affecting houbiange emerged in the wake of the mortgage crises
and subsequent economic downturn, including:

The Housing and Economic Recovery A(HERA 2008). A comprehensive effort to addressftieclosure
crisis- HERA created an Affordable Housing Trushéuthe first new federal housing production progra
since the early 1990’s. HERA also created the Nmghood Stabilization Program, bringing $19.6 raiilito
Vermont to address foreclosed, abandoned and etigitoperties. Though narrow federal guidelinesgme
challenges to spending this money in Vermont, it @@rtainly help the state’s affordable housinfpds.
Among myriad other provisions, the act also botustsstate’s allocation of federal Low-Income Hogsirax
Credits for two years, which affects important Tavedit Program reforms, and creates a first-timadlouyer
tax credit.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment ACfARRA 2009). The Act will bring $17.8 million inikct

new housing dollars to Vermont over the next twargeHUD funds will go towards public housing capit
improvements, Community Development Block Grantdpanelessness Prevention Fund, a Tax Credit
Assistance Program, and Project Based Rental Assist Additional USDA Rural Development dollardl wi
provide funding for first time homebuyers, watedavaste disposal systems, and community faciliié®ugh
not housing funds per se, tens of millions in adddl recovery funds for weatherization, energycedhcy,
infrastructure improvements, New Market Tax Creditownfields, Temporary Aid to Needy Families
(TANF), Food Stamps, and Community Services Blocarn® will have a major impact on affordable hogsin
and homelessness in Vermont.

A new HUD budget- Includes$1 billion in first-time funding for the Affordablelousing Trust Fund was
almost $1 billion extra for Community Developmerbo& Grants. In addition to the new federal spegdin
passage of major housing legislation is expectéd00®, including comprehensive Section 8 reform aitsl
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to boost efforts to preserve the nation’s existiffgrdable housing stock, help troubled borrowers laring

stability to the nation’s mortgage markets.

(Source:“Between a Rock and a Hard Place (2009 Update)”)

G. On-line Housing ResourcesA few of the Vermont housing websites include:

Vermont Housing Awareness Campaign
(www.housing awareness.qrg

Vermont Housing & Conservation Board
(www.vhcb.org

Vermont Housing Data, comprehensive

statistical information regarding housing costs,

housing supply, and ability to afford housing
(www.housingdata.ong
Vermont Department of Housing and

Community Affairs, which includes the Vermont

housing needs assessment
(www.dhca.state.vt.(s

\ 4

SN

Vermont Housing Finance Agency
(www.vhfa.org

Vermont State Housing Authority
(www.vsha.org

Housing Vermontyww.hvt.org

Vermont Association of Planning and
Development Agenciesvivw.vapda.orj
Vermont Coalition to End Homelessnesswv.
helpingtohouse.olg

Vermont Affordable Housing Coalitionmvivw.
vtaffordablehousing.oig
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HOUSING

GOALS | POLICIES & TASKS
1. Encourage the development of housing oppartities to meet the current and future needs of
diverse social and economic groups.

Investigating the current supply of housing neeftedour future growth and determine optians

for developing more housing to fill the need

Educating the community about the Community LangsT,rRural Housing Development Loans,

and other opportunities that help low income pegpirchase houses

2. To offer a range of rental and ownership opportunites for all income groups in order to meet the
Town’s projected housing units needed by 2020.

Encourage a balance between affordable, middldimtdend housing opportunities.
Encourage mixed use development in the villages

Promote the conservation and preservation of eg$tousing by seeking state funds tp

inventory and preserve historical houses.

3. Consider the relationship between land use fiarns, land use policy and housing development

Maintain traditional compact settlement patternseftiwiently use land resources, and
infrastructure investments by encouraging high s village areas and “cluster housing developtaen all
districts to promote the preservation of resouesesflexibility in design in keeping with the rureharacter

Strive to direct anticipated new development thiotige year 2020 to the area(s) depicted on
Map 3, and in accordance with CVRPC’s Housing DistribatPlan.

Support the development of multi-family and accegslovelling units, particularly in village

areas.
Continue to track and map the location of new esi@l units as they are constructed to ident

market trends and compare actual development icedgsatterns of growth.

4. Adopt an ordinance that requires residences tdispose of and/or recycle abandoned or un occupied
mobile home, non-functioning cars, and/or large egpment

5. Adopt a construction registry as a reporting toofor the Lister’s Office.
Prior to construction, residents would inform thevi clerk of any construction that would have an
impact on the tax rate (the town clerk would beording this information for the lister’s office)
to assist the town in providing information thaiwd impact any services
to assure that the grand list is current and ugate
thus providing greater tax equity

39



CHAPTER VI

COMMUNITY UTILITIES, FACILITIES, ORGANIZATION, & SE  RVICE

A. Overview

Public and private utilities, facilities, and s@es play a critical role in providing for the hbakafety,
and welfare of Williamstown's citizens. All of usfend, in one way or another, upon water distobugystems,
solid waste and sewage disposal, electric powécepand fire protection, health and social sewiqarks, local
government and more.

The location, condition and availability of sensand facilities can have a profound influence raavth
and development. Homes, businesses, and industhydeoncentrate where utilities and facilities egadily
available, while areas remote from infrastructure services are more costly and difficult to depdbnd often
contain important natural resources as well). Hecame&munities, through the thoughtful placement of
infrastructure, may direct growth to the most sl@docation, or away from areas where change raag h
undesirable impacts.

The condition and scale of utilities, facilitiesdaservices also needs to be considered. Wheriiégcire
over-sized and under-utilized they may encouragdanned growth, or operate inefficiently and atecessary
financial expense to residents. For systems thaitarapacity and/or outdated, further developmeyt cause
environmental damage. Failure to upgrade urbaemsgsimay stall new growth or push it away from ghewt
designated areas. Williamstown can avoid the abosearios through the appropriate timing and siafng
infrastructure improvements.

B. Utilities

1. Water supply

Much of the drinking water outside of the villagentes from private wells. The amount and quality of
ground water is of great importance to the townahbse it is the sole source for drinking and firetgction.
Under much of Williamstown, groundwater is avaiiah both quantity and quality. The town's munitipa
water system and private wells generally yieldatdk and good quality drinkable water.

Williamstown's water system has changed dramayicaler the years. Sddap 3 to see the location of
our town water system. The construction of our mipal water system was completed in 1971-1972 amnkes
most of the dwelling units in the main part of iMdliamstown Village, as well as the schools. Ir0366 the town
installed a new concrete 675,000-gallon reservoiRood Pond Road adjacent to the town well. Trassiomn
mains connect the village areas to the water sufplying the 1970's and 1980's the town completeersl
projects to upgrade and extend the water distobuslystem. In the mid-1980's, the water sourcehertown
became impacted by dry cleaning solvents and thie tmmpleted the siteing of a new water source.

In 1991 and 1992, a new town well was drilled, aeplg one that had become impacted by dry cleaning
solvents. The new well is located at an upland wigdl just south of Mountain View Development ¢fé tRood
Pond Road. Residents in the Consent Decree Zorereguired to stop using their own wells and attheir
drinking water pipes to the town water system. Vlmeintain View Development was also hooked-up tone
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town water system when it was constructed. In 198@,Insurance Services Office (ISO) conducted dydr
testing of the Williamstown water system and id&di significant deficiencies in supply pressurel dlow at
the high school. Moderate deficiencies were foumdRoute 14 near the industrial center. The newveseand
pump system addressed these problems.

The new reservoir and pump are capable or prodd€l@gpm (gallons per minute). The town builtexpr
stressed concrete water storage tank that has@067gallon capacity. The resulting water presshexe cured the
deficiencies in the system.

The system has been producing on average 27 tdlk#mallons per year. This averages 80,000 gallo
per day but would not be accurate due to the isecedemand during certain times of the year, Fegaliment
usage, or substantial leaks. The storage capfatg quite a buffer for peak demands. With asjtabs maximum
production of 576,000 gallons per day the systentdogasily meet double the current demand.

The Vermont Department of Environmental ConservaffDEC) has identified several Well-Head
Protection Areas (WHPA) within Williamstown. (sbap: 3) These areas are defined as "the surface and sub-
surface area surrounding a spring of well watepbiipg a public water system through which contaanis are
likely to move toward and reach such water supgli@sVHPA may also be referred to as a "recharga'aror
in Vermont law as a "public water source protectawaa.” The WHPA is divided into 3 zones that regui
increasing levels of source protection closesthi® well. The DEC requires that municipalities depeh
"source protection plan” designed to minimize comntetion risks within these areas. The town has &lW
Head protection policy that can be reviewed at Widiamstown town hall. However, without zoning
bylaws Williamstown has limited mechanisms to usenfionitoring and restricting development, landsyisad
activities from these sensitive zones. Preventatieasures can save people's health, the town'symane
avoid water supply disruptions.

2. Wastewater
A. Public

Williamstown village and some outlying areas anwasg by municipal sewer systems. Williamstown's
own plant, constructed in 1970, currently servesiaB60 customers. About 26 residences in Graléeare
served by the Barre Town system. Residents in$mtrice districts are charged user fees for system
maintenance and hook-up fees are required for neveldpmentMap 3 depicts the location of the
town's sewer lines.

The Williamstown sewer collection system has thremp stations located at Industrial Road,
Business Park and Mountain View. The sewer system gravity collection system.

Treatment of the waste is by an aerated dual laggstem located at the end of Vesper Street. The
system has a design capacity (MGD) of .150 milgafions per day (MGD), an average daily flow ofa03GD,
and a committed reserve of 6,948 MGD and an unctenirieserve of 59,469. Its uncommitted reservaagp
could accommodate a little over 100 additional agersingle-family residences.

In the past 10 years, the sewer plant has hadaengrovements, including removing sludge from one
lagoon, installing new aeration equipment, anda@pb 240 feet of deteriorated sewer main. Thecttin
system is in good shape. In the future, the tresd¢@derage discharge point for the system may ltalve t
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extended to the new bridge on Brockway Hill roadviprove the discharge into a waterway with a hidlosy
rate. There are no known needs to replace sewesntaitension of the collection mains beyond tlesemt
service area would be the financial responsibilftg developer if capacity is not an issue. Howgetver service
area will be limited to the village area and hawtear boundary between the rural areas.

The Graniteville area of Cogswell is served by aniecipal sewer from Barre Town through an inter-
municipal agreement.

B. On-site

The majority of homes and buildings in Williamstohave on-site, underground seepage disposal, as
about three quarters of the Williamstown populatiees in rural areas outside of the service terigs of
Williamstown Wastewater Treatment Facility. Thegeptreatment of septic waste is essential toanchad
healthy environment. As our population grows, sagitisposal will become more important. Effectitse
14, 2002, all new subdivision of property must sbtapermit from the state certifying the adequaicgeptic
design.

Most on-site septic systems require specific goil$ site characteristics to enable the effective
treatment of wastes. Where soils are impermealde,piermeable, shallow, or wet, or where
slopes are steep, conventional septic systemsaidematic and potentially hazardous. Accordinglyn-
sewered areas displaying site limitations are @atmmended for conventional on-site systems. R&strisuch
areas, however, intensifies development pressutieose soils, which can accommodate septic systems.
Unfortunately, prime agricultural land often contasuch soils. Clustered subdivisions with comnywseptic
systems may help overcome site limitations and lsameously protect resource lands."

It is also important to note that as 2002, appice for "performance based" systems (as opposed to
conventional, leach area systems) may be used wheuad slopes exceed 20%. Please refer to therfoegra
of Environmental ConservatiorEnvironmental Protection for Wastewater System Bathble Water Supply
Rulefor more information on "performance based" systems

3. Electricity

Williamstown and its residents receive electriggrvices from Green Mountain Power Company as
well as Washington Electric Cooperative, Inc. Tham currently numerous residents that are usiegnaltive
sources of power and are considered “off the grid”.

See Chapter 7 for further information regardingealtative energy opportunities and resources

4. Telecommunications

A modem telecommunications system with high-sp@guhections is essential if Williamstown wants to
enhance its business climate and meet the neéidsresidents the existing businesses and createomes.
Due to the low density of population and Williamstds rugged landscape, we will need a combination
of cable and wireless service to ensure univenrsi@rhet access. These new technologies will help
revitalize the town by enabling people to live unal areas and still access their workplaces friosir t
homes and do business around the world.
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Currently, the town has a number of telecommurocefacilities and towers located on Tower Road to
accommodate the communication needs of residedtbusinesses. In 2002, Independent Wireless Orgetlea
Reality Corp., NEXTEL constructed a cell phone too# Stone Road in Williamstown.

The Federal Telecommunications Act (FTC) of 199@slaot allow local governments to
prohibit the construction of wireless facilities,to make regulatory barriers so difficult as tteefively
block service. However, according to law any idatadn, construction or modification of telecommcetion
facilities must go through the Act 250 processuésssuch as the aesthetic impact of the installafiadl zones,
and the possibility for the creation of "attractiméisances" should be addressed in this process.

C. Facilities

1. Municipal Buildings and Land

A. Town Hall

Williamstown town hall and offices are located imanicipally owned building on Route 14 in the
center of the Williamstown village. The building svaonstructed in 1853 and was originally 1 /2 fdt
was raised another floor in the late 1800s. Thdidmistown town hall is a fine example of the NewgEnd
town halls built during the middle 1800s. In theBQ% it was lowered back to 1 ¥ floor and renovateds
current condition.

The town hall currently houses the Town Clerk, Towanager, Town Treasurer and Lister's offices.
There is also is a larger conference room usea feariety of public meetings, including those oé tBelect
Board (Executive Sessions), Planning Commissiomé@ery Commission, Economic Development Committee,
Transportation Committee, and Energy Committee.e(Belect Board currently meets in the High School
Library on the first and third Mondays of the month

The meeting room has a small kitchen space, a tahtg, chairs for visitors, and about 8 filing
cabinets. This space is currently used for filasdlrecord research, project workspace, or anyl sneatings.
Unfortunately, the parcel where the town hall isaked does not allow for any expansion of the mgldThe
parking lot is located on an adjacent lot ownedHgyWilliamstown Historical Society and is inadetguduring
larger public meetings.

In the short term, the planning commission recondséehat the town clean-up the second story of the
town hall and remove unneeded items, then haveutralstructural engineer examine the building and adeess
structural problems. If possible, town officialsiid fix structural problems so that the spacelmabetter
utilized and possibly house a vault that could $edfor historical records. Any changes to thetiegjduilding
should not significantly alter its historical appszce.
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B. Town Garage

The town garage is located on 77 Brockway Hill Radcent to Meadow Street. The building is
occupied by a 5 person highway department. Thelingilhas a 16 x 22 foot office, a restroom, ancealbroom
was added in 2002. Fuel is stored on site in grdend gas and diesel tanks.

C. Historical Society Building

Staffed by volunteers, the Historical Society Buify] located on Route 14 in the center of the géla
opens primarily by appointment. The historical musehas a large collection of artifacts, picturew] a
documents on display. It also offers monthly megiMay through October that inform the public objsgets
from local folklore, to early photography, to olidhe fiddling. In 2002, the town voted to replace th
roof with a new standing seam metal roof.

D. Old Town Landfill

A 93-acre site is located on the south end of tllege with access to Vermont Route 14, the Stevens
Branch flows along the easterly side of the prgp@ithe town closed a section of the site due tdacoimation
problems. Currently, the property is not being ubed could be considered space for future outdoor
opportunities.

E. Library

Mrs. Laura Ainsworth donated the property and lngdor the Ainsworth Public Library in 1911. Once
established, the town named the library after Fieroughout the years, the library has had manyfaetes
and volunteers, and many people have donated lzoaksoney to sustain its operation.

Today, the Ainsworth Public Library offers a vayietf services including reference, special reading
programs, Story Hour, Adopt-a-Book program, Intbrary Loan program, Internet access, Children'srRo
special services to seniors (home delivery, computerials, large print books and books on tapeyl an
extensive book collection of over eleven thousamidmes. Community members can find general infaonat
about the Town at the library.

The library is open partial days Monday throughugiy.
F. Cemeteries

Williamstown has several cemeteries. Williamstowmeisponsible for three: West Hill, East Hill, ahd
Village Cemetery. Adams and Flint cemetaries araf@ly owned and maintained by their owners. TharAs
Cemetery is located on the Robert Boyce farm andists of one gravestone. Flint Cemetery has h&gtanes
and is located off the Chelsea Road.

G. Recreational Resources

Williamstown's still very rural nature provides rssidents with a wide variety of opportunities for
outdoor recreation. Snow shoe and cross-countiygsécross local fields, snowmobiling on locallgai
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maintained by the Billtown Moonshiners Snowmobilal horseback riding on back roads, sightseeimg) 4a
wheeling on special trails are activities availablgVilliamstown. Sports are also important. Teand clubs for
basketball, baseball, and soccer are opportumitiesvn.

Facilities include Seaver Recreational Field (théi&hstown baseball/softball field), the Willianastn
High School and Elementary School facilities antiliSaeld. Saldi Field space offers a basketballrt3
soccer fields, playground, and restrooms. Everisssped by the Vermont Association of Snow Trageler
(V.A.S.T) and horse clubs bring many visitors to dawn.
The following is a list of all the other outdoottiaities residents participate:

- nature walks, hiking, biking, cross country skiisgpwshoeing, horseback riding, snowmobiling
- Limehurst Pond (swimming, boating, camping, hiking)

- Camp at Lotus Lake Day Camp, (educational progmataurists and local children)

- Hunt and fish

Williamstown's best-kept secret is Ainsworth SRéek, which is located at the south end of Tows Th
facility encompasses approximately 885 acres af; 1884 acres of which is in Williamstown. Its stedpnsely
wooded slopes rise from Williamstown Gulf on thetesade of Route 14. Activities compatible with freeks
primary goal of protecting bio-diversity are enaged and allowed (i.e., hunting, hiking, and fighame
allowed). Vermont Route 14 constitutes most ofvtlestern boundary of the park but offers little &sce
Additional access is available to hikers from thstevia the South Hill Road and Winchester Hill Roa

Ainsworth State Park's location and accessibilitgken it ideal for use as an outdoor educational
classroom for resource managers, landowners, anduo children and adult learners to learn about ou
natural resources. The park is an extremely seagstie with a rich diversity of plants.

H. Services

Municipal Government

A five member Select Board has general supervaimhcontrol over town functions, including but not
limited to: enacting ordinances and regulationgregeing town property and personnel; preparirggsgnmting,
and managing the budget; overseeing road maintepand maintenance of the property records. Theatow
also operates the water and sewer facilities."§heen books'located in the town office are helpful
regarding the laws relating to the Select Boarth@nitly.

The Select Board hires a town manager to assisimaging the business of the town. The town manager
responsible for the daily operations of the toweiuding developing and managing the town budgeintgr
writing, supervision of employees, community redas, care and maintenance of town roads and fasjl&nd
intergovernmental relations. In 2004, and agai20d@9, residents affirmed their desire to keep diant
manager form of government in Williamstown.

The town moderator, town clerk, town treasurer, &emy commissioners, tax collectors, health officer
listers, library trustees, school directors, jussiof the peace, planning commissioners, and dhnefal
community volunteers also devote many hours sereungtown. These community members act as
advisors, helpers, and educators to their locaégorg body.
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Unlike some states and larger cities, Williamst@aNatal government is still accessible to those wish to
participate. Traditional Town Meeting Day, the filsiesday in March, is very important to Williamato
residents because it allows them to determine ligsaks and set local laws for themselves. Willtams
has no meetinghouse, so our town meetings areiméh@ Williamstown High School to discuss and vote
issues.

The local property tax burden continues to be dribeomost serious issues currently facing
Williamstown. The ability to pay for municipal gowenent services affects how well Williamstown viaé
able to accomplish thEown Plangoals and grow in the manner envisioned. Thewailg is a summary of the
history of Williamstown's tax rate:

Municipal

1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002| 2003 | 2004 | 2005 2006f 2007 2008 2009

0.62 | 0.72 0.63 0.62| 0.61 | 0.70| 0.55| 0.61f 0.67 0.6 0.5¢

PostOffice
The post office is located in the south end of Wfilistown village and is set back from the road e@iv

the population increases in Williamstown, the negfdbe post office will most likely outgrow its ape within
the next 10 years. Williamstown should explorerakiéive locations within the downtown area of thléage.

Animal Control Officer

Williamstown currently has an animal control officéle is on-call and can be contacted through
the town office or by calling the Barre Police Depaent 802-479-0509.

2. Emergency Services

A. Police/Crime

The Orange County Sheriff's Department providegcegrotection through an annual contract. In 2009,
the Department recorded a total of 424 incidentsadis for service in Williamstown. The Vermont @t&olice
also provides law enforcement within Williamstovandugh their normal delivery of service.

As of May 2010, the Vermont Department of Corretdionost recent “town by status” count for Williaowsh
revealed:

32 citizens on probation

5 citizens on parole

7 citizens on conditional re-entry
1 citizen in jall
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2009 Crime Statistics for Williamstown

Number of Rape/Sexual - Number of Juvenile - Number of Threatening
Assaults/Sexual Offenses problem 22 29
12 ) - Number of Motor - Number of Unlawful
l\!ulmber of do'rlnes'tur:] vehicle complaints 71 Mischief 27
K:o ert;ce/Ffatr)m ku_lg t ?:12 Number of Noise - Number of thefts 43
er?trgrir?gr; 34 reaking an disturbance 22 - Number of robberies 1
Number of Phone - Number of speeding
Number of Assaults 12 -
problem. Harassment 27 tickets 42

Number of Citizen
disputes 59

Number of Alcohol
offenses 28
Number of arrests 72

Number of Suspicious
Person/ Circumstances
101

B. Fire

The Williamstown Fire Department was formally orgaa in February of 1911. The Williamstown
Volunteer Fire Department operates a station onoD8freet in Williamstown Village. Currently theaee 24
volunteers. The District receives assistance achkl-bp when needed from members of the regional Muaid
System.

In 2009, the Williamstown Fire Department responttechainlyvehicle accidents and structural fires
in addition to a wide variety of other service sall

If you have questions on safe burning of debris p&nits you must contact the Forest Fire Warden,
Bryan Palmer at (802) 433-1019.

C. Enhanced 911

The Enhanced 9-1-1 Board supervises the operdtidarmont's Enhanced 9-1-1 system. The Board trains
and certifies the 9-1-1 call-takers, maintainsagestide Global Information System (GIS) databask an
disseminates information about 9-1-1. The boareddp on regular information updates from munidigslito
ensure complete coverage.

D. Ambulance

Volunteers and full time personal support the \&itistown Ambulance service, spending many hours
serving the community. These members sponsor em&yrgeedical courses, community awareness programs,
and respond to emergency calls. The ambulanceceaetorded 384 services in fiscal year 2009. The
following is a summary of those services: 232 paievere transported to hospital by the ambulance
services, and there were 72 calls for no trangpdransport by another agency responding in a aitdid
capacity, 18 for stand-by fire services, and 4 A/fdricle related services.
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3 Health and Wellness

Private and public health care providers, locatedughout the Washington and Orange County areas,
serves Williamstown. Service providers include @lara Martin Center for mental health needs, Waghm
County Youth Services Bureau/Boys and Girls Cluent@al Vermont Adult Basic Education, Central Venino
Council on Aging, Central Vermont Home Health amaspice, and the People's Health and Wellness Chdic
healthcare services are located outside of Willtams except for a chiropractor's office and an alauce
service.

The Williamstown Health Officer's Repartlicated approximately 40 health related compdaamd
investigations were reported between June 2008 anel 2009. Residents complaints consisted of siscies as,
dog bites, garbage and refuse disposal, envirorahsampling for testing, septic sewage disposalpesticide
use.

4 Childcare

The shortage of reliable and affordable childca® lecome a barrier for many Williamstown residents
trying to enter the workplace. The cost of childchas increased due to the increased cost of livialgility
insurance, and supplies. Childcare is difficulfitad, especially for infant and school-aged care.
Williamstown has numerous amounts of registeredreomdregistered child care providers. Child Caseuece
and referral agency that can help citizens withr #earch for childcare is located at the Familyni€eof
Washington County at (802) 828-8771.Additionalle Williamstown Elementary Preschool Program presid
limited childcare services between 7:15 a.m. t@ p.&. Monday through Friday.

5 Solid Waste

Vermont's waste management law, Act 78, requiresicipalities to plan for the management and
disposal of solid waste, and provides for regiodencoordination. The town is a member of the Céntra
Vermont Solid Waste Management District (C VSWMDbe District reports that Williamstown residents
generate many tons of solid waste each year. CVSVilMBsponsible for planning solid waste disposal a
ensuring that residents and businesses recycletesgleraste materials. They provide leadership, &thut, and
services for residents and businesses in reducidgreanaging their solid waste in order to proteiilic
health and the environment to the greatest exéasillle. CVSWMD has programs and services relatsdlid
waste including Illegal Dumping and Preventioredil Burning Preventions, Green-up Day Grants,
Hazardous Waste, and many others. They can bectedtat (802) 229-9383 for information about specif
programs. The town augments the CVSWMD by havingdbw Giroux Trucking established a trash drop-off
and recycling site that is located in the town garparking lot on Meadow Street.

Williamstown participates in Vermont Green Up d&gll the town clerk’s office for further informano
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6 Organizations

A. Churches

Williamstown's faith-based communities are houseghost charming buildings in Williamstown.
These include the Williamstown United Federatedr€imuCongregational/Methodist, Main Street; Saint
Edwards Catholic Church on Beckett Street; andisivilstown Lutheran Church on Graniteville road. The
interdenominational Grace Christian Church meeteawilliamstown Methodist Church. All of these
churches retain their architectural character gmear untouched by time. The town's tower clod&dated
on the top of the Congregational Church. In 1924, B&rt C Hoyt, a local sawmill owner, donated Ehe
Howard tower clock to the town of Williamstown. 1998, the town had the clock's mechanisms and dials
restored.

Good citizenship is one of Williamstown's greatstngths and there are numerous examples,
including, church members helping neighbors whalreeelping hand, dinners for the elderly, Christrhaa
for the Adopt-a-Family program, Billtown Moonshisesnowmobile Club have donated many hours and
equipment to the community, and The Garden's Ahilgitton/Holiday Party.

The town also contains a number of membership agions, including : Brownies, 4H Club, Garden

Club, Girl Scouts, Happy Moments Club, Historicaktty, Masons, Boonie Club, Moon-Shiners Club, $AD
Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, Dog River HGigb, and Rebekahs.
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COMMUNITY UTILITIES, FACILITIES, SERVICES AND
ORGANIZATIONS

GOAL POLICIES & TASKS

Guide the physical development of Williamstown in ananner conducive to community pride, social
interaction, and identity

Develop a capitol budget 5 to 15 Capitol Investnilah (CIP) as a means to plan for
expenses and/or anticipated requirements

Survey municipally owned buildings to get a bettederstanding of future demand,
identify funds required, and to prioritize futurenfling.

Survey Foxuville residents to determine interestfaiate need for village development
Digitize town records

To protect the quality and quantity of water in public systems

recharge area

Collect, update and disseminate information on idfillstown's current and future groundwater
supplies for drinking water and fire safety on gular and needed basis

Ensure that new development and land use actidtie®ot create undue adverse impacts on

groundwater quality, or exceed the capacity to supgequate groundwater yields to existing and
future residences and businesses

Encourage water projects in the village areaseasato maximize efficiency and effectiveness

needed, to identify and recommend corrective actgarding compliance with environmental
regulations

Educate residents about where the village driniiater comes from and how to protect the aquifer

Request on-site municipal assistance from the Bnaiental Compliance Assistance Program , as

To ensure Williamstown's wastewater system has theapacity to serve its residents and protect the setfy of
its residents and environment.

septic systems; poor soils and high water tabtesf@ extensions to the service area

Ensure that infrastructure sewer projects comptit WNR's sewer funding rule and all
projects should obtain Act 250 permits where applie
Ensure that public funds asedifor sewer expansion in the village area

Robar Road and part of Graniteville Road shouldshealied because of failed, on-sitg

To maximize efficiency and minimize environmental dmage through sound solid waste management

Promote waste reduction, re-use, recycling, progaragement and disposal of town solid wast
programs and opportunities

Consider offering disposal services for other typfegems/materials as needed
Encourage volunteers to participate in Vermont Gnge Day to keep roadsides clean and the
Adopt-a-Site program to clean up illegal dumpsites
Develop a local ordinance on illegal dumping
Offer learning opportunit@s composting and recycling

D

Preserve the character, appearance, and natural resrces of the town while allowing adequate
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telecommunication services to be developed

Discourage ridgeline development or conspicuougldgment on locally prominent
landscape/scenic features unless maximally screenetarly in the best interest of the general
public

Encourage adequate setback and health effectedtjrig telecommunication services away from
sensitive areas such as schools, hospitals, teégrgeand childcare facilities
Work with the community to draft a Model Wirelessl@communications Facilities ordinance to
protect our scenic, historic, environmental, ndtrgsources, and other sensitive areas like theoteh
and childcare facilities for adoption by the town

Revitalize the sense of community by recognizing ¢hrole played by the historic sites, landmarks, and
symbols

Encourage the preservation, restoration, and ukssimiric sites and community landmarks to
foster community identity

Place outstanding historic buildings on the Natidegister of Historic buildings

Strive to keep all town owned historical buildingeserved to keep their historical significance
and beauty

Ensure adequate funding arrangements for long-tesintenance of all historical buildings
owned by the Town by putting funds into a capitserve fund
Seek public and private funds to study and predaisteric buildings
Ensure adequate funding arrangements for long-tammof Town Maintained cemeteries.

To promote and enhance quality childcare opportuniies to families with young children

Support the expansion/enhancement of the presphogtam, at the elementary school, to include
3year old program

Support expansion/enhancement of childcare fasliti

Encourage businesses to offer assisted childcaterse

Encourage childcare centers to seek national @riéddcredentialing by completing the Certified
Childcare Professional certification and other edional opportunities

Encourage illegal childcare operations to becorgestered or licensed facilities

Conduct a community survey of local businessejcdiie providers and young families to ascertajn
childcare needs and deficiencies
Support after school childcare programs

)

To protect and preserve our historical buildings, larns, and cultural resources

Seek historic preservation grants for educatiopa¢servation and rehabilitative purposes
Encourage understanding of our historical and callttesources
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CHAPTER VI

ENERGY

A. Overview

During the past decade, the cost, reliability asuss to traditional energy sources had been oballe It is imperative that
Williamstown develop economical and environmentatigscious alternatives to produce energy. Ead 20lans and talks
for a 250 mega-watt Solar Panel farm is being densd. This and other forms of alternative eneeggurces need to be
developed.

B. Energy Sources

In Williamstown, the primary sources of energy fassil fuels (oil, gas, coal and liquid petroleuasy nuclear
generated electricity, local and imported hydrateieity, and biomass (fuel wood). Renewable ensmyrces such
as solar and wind currently account for only a igdae proportion of total energy use. Fossil fusle used
primarily for transportation and heating, while leae power (supplied from the Vermont Yankee Rycifi Vernon,
Vermont) and out of state hydro-power (supplieddujlities in New York state and Quebec) providetfe lion's
share of our electricity demand.

Although analyses of energy demand by fuel andebtos are not available for
Williamstown, data generated for the State as denten be interpolated for planning at
the local level.

Statewide Energy Demand- All Sectors, by Fuel

(KW/year)'
Fossil Fuels Electric Biomass Solar
198( 211: 427 344 3

73.2% 14.8% 12.0% 0.0%

1990 2406 567 263 2
74.3% 17.5% 8.1% 0.1%

2010 3623 817 292 v
(estimated) 76.5% 17.3% 6.1% 0.1
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Statewide Energy Demand- All Fuels, by Sector

(KW/year)
Residential Commercial Industrial Transportation

1980 1000 364 387 1134

35% 13% 13% 39%
1990 962 393 440 1444

29.7% 12.1% 14% 44.6%
2010 1339 568 601 2229

(estimated) 28.3% 12.0% 12.7% 47.0%

Transportation stands as the sector where eneegyassgrown substantially during the past 30 y&aming that time
energy consumption in the transportation sectdaite grown 97% primarily due to increased comméeand
industrial uses. The transportation sector nowwaatsdor 45% of all energy, and approximately 6% lldfossil fuels,
consumed in Vermont.

Fossil Fuels

As shown in the above tables, fossil fuels accéambver3/4's ofall energy consumed in Vermont. In Williamstown
fossil fuels are used primarily to power vehiclad Aeat homes and businesses. Approximately 65k afil
consumed in the U.S. is imported, up from only 1id%960. In fact, oil imports account for approxteig 50% of the
total U.S. trade deficit and the cost of U.S oparts has increased over 300% in this decadesteehdf about $340
billion in 2007. Our economic system is so tiethi availability of fossil fuels that even modestreases in price can
lead to high inflation, lagging economic growth amdnetary instability.

The economic and social consequences of interesegd fuel use are only part of the story. The costibn of fossil fuels
is by far the largest contributor of atmospherietmhouse gases" (primarily carbon dioxide). Thses&rong consensus
in the scientific community that continued accurtialaof "greenhouse gases" within the earth's gbmer® is creating
a warming of the atmosphere, or "greenhouse éffegth warming could cause severe coastal flocainag
unpredictable climate shifts, threatening the Viigtf the earth's most significant urban and egltural centers. In
Vermont, significant warming could cause irrepagdihrm to the State's largest industry, tourisnduRed snowfall
and a die-off of sugar maples could spell disdsteski areas, syrup producers, and our fall f@iagason. Further,
fossil fuel combustion is directly linked to thadification of rivers, lakes and soil, and humaaltrehazards resulting
from declining air quality.

For reasons highlighted above, and because fastdl &re an exhaustible natural resource, Williamstshould
strive to reduce fossil fuel consumption.

Nuclear

The Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Plant in Vernamvigies about one third of current electric power in
Vermont. However it is only licensed to operatel @@t12 and its future beyond that is uncertain.
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Hydro-power

Currently, Williamstown gets about half of its eggifrom hydro-power, primarily from HydroQuebec aNdw
York Power Authority. The Hydro Quebec contracseheduled to expire in 2015.

It is estimated that Vermont has at least 174,000 ¢ undeveloped hydroelectric potential. This esgants about
22% of current use. Most of the sites constitutimg additional capacity are classified a "mini-to/d(lunder
1000KW) developable at existing, but unused, d&es si

Any hydroelectric development in Williamstown wikquire a balancing of priorities. While the berebf
generating electricity from local, renewable resagrare evident, they are not without associatescdbe power
output captured from a given stream must be modéray environmental considerations. A minimum stréw,
adequate to support aquatic life forms, must bentaaied and impoundments must be designed withrveatality
and land use/recreation considerations in mind

Hydropower potential lies not only within naturaflpwing streams and rivers, but to some extermtatable
water systems as well.

Biomass

Forest land covers approximately three-quarteM/itifamstown’s total land area. The generation efth(and even
electricity) from biomass is a strategy that majdhitbe potential to benefit the town. Under propemagement and
replacing fossil fuel combustion, the use biomasdda reduce greenhouse emissions. Importantly,cingd also
stimulate the local economy, as estimates showath@oximately 80% of each dollar spent on woodaiemin the state
while only 20% of each dollar spent on nonrenewalergy sources remains in the state.

Currently, about 15 % of Williamstown residents uged as a heat source. Increased use of woockhtdirty would
stimulate local economies and, if harvest and Imgms executed in an environmentally sound manmeuld
decrease the environmental impacts of existingepadgtof energy consumption. New technology is egpanthe
potential for implementing high-efficiency wood bimg in buildings as a primary heat source. Whitea burning
does contribute a large proportion of atmospheaitigulate pollution - pollution directly associdteith respiratory
damage - new wood burning technology and stricEA Emissions standards are resulting in increafezescy and
reduced particulate emissions.

In Vermont, schools have taken the lead in theofib@®mass fuels. Approximately 20% of Vermontigd&nts attend
buildings heated by wood chips. The Williamstowndilie/High School was retrofitted with a biomassthep
system in 2007.

Vegetable Biofuels

Biofuels are renewable, agriculturally derived ldjfuels that can be used to run vehicles and beddings. They
include biodiesel, ethanol, and even straight \edgletoils. A variety of plants with high oil or telbose content can
be employed to produce these products. Some, imguxbrn, sunflower, canola, soy and hemp, couldiesvn and
processed in Vermont. Doing so could help keep maireulating in the community, creating jobs angtgining
local agriculture, while helping to avoid the exter costsassociated with fossil fuels. However, it may also

take farmland out of food production and some qaaghe energynputsprocessing requires.

Biodiesel, in particular, appears to be catchingnroermont (and elsewhere), as it can be used in
many existing vehicles and furnaces with minimalipqnent modification. Furthermore, it is often
blended with petroleum fuels. As of January 200@diesel fuel was available at about two dozen
location throughout Vermont.
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Wind-power

Essentially a form of solar power, created by pues&nd temperature differences across our plaired;power is one
of the oldest and most environmentally benign sesiaf energy. In recent years it has experienceargence in its
application which is certain to continue. In fatis the fastest growing energy source in the dioind turbines are
among the most economical of contemporary renewaiéegy technologies, and have become cost cornvgetiith
most conventional electricity sources (especialhew indirect, avoided costs are factored in).

Although Vermont has potential for wind power,dtdstimated that only 10 to 15% of Vermont's eleatpower
could be generated by wind because of its inteemithature. Furthermore, Williamstown probably doeshave
viable sites for industrial scale wind generatigar(erally at elevations between 2,500 and 3,50¢). fdewever, it
should be noted that advances in small scale wirtadrte technology figure to make them an incredgivigible option
for private individuals or groups of individualdag law restricts the regulation through zonindgusbines with blades
less than 20 feet in diameter. Furthermore, anyllsuoale turbine that returns energy to the powet i exempt
from local bylaws and is instead reviewed by théluService Board under Act 248.

Solar-power

Solar energy has tremendous potential for providiegn, reliable and safe energy, even in Williawst's
climate. The application of both active (systemsciitollect, store and distribute solar energy with building)
and passive (systems which utilize a building'sctrre to trap sunlight and store it as heat) s@lainnologies
have demonstrated their cost effectiveness in Vatmo

Solar-tempered buildings are buildings that hawértlong axis oriented within 30 degrees of truathcand have
an unobstructed net south facing window area efual least 7% of the total floor area. Solar-termmecoupled
with proper insulating can offset heat costs irudding by 40%. Although solar-tempering at init@nstruction
generally requires no additional investment, expsuggest that a majority of new buildings in Ventngo not
incorporate such design principles.

Contemporary solar technologies have proven thauesin Vermont, particularly in rural areas. Ae technologies
improve and costs decrease, solar thermal colleeod photovoltaic (technologies which can consarlight to
electricity) will become more competitive in the rketplace even in less remote areas. As the powecs of solar
technologies is inexhaustible, and solar energtheeicontributes pollutants to the atmosphere aautreliance on
foreign energy suppliers, strategies should beldeed to encourage its use in Williamstown.

C. Conservation
Demand Side Management

In 1990 the Public Service Board required the 'staggulated utilities to carry out Least Costdné¢ed Planning and
implement Demand Side Management programs. In &ergrmont those utilities are investor owned mipaicand
cooperative electric utilities. Least Cost IntegdalPlanning requires that each utility "...meettbeds of its customers at
the lowest total long term cost and do so by gieqgal consideration to all generation, transmisaid energy
efficiency options..." Demand Side Management @ogr promote the conservation of energy as an esergge
available for future demand. Through their Demaiag Management programs, the region's utilitieslikély

provide various incentives including financing gadtial payment of certain efficiency improvemesetsergy audits
and design services.

As the creation of excess generating capacity earsbd to meet future electrical needs for Vernmamtservation must

continue to be viewed as a source of electricipngervation is our least expensive and most ermieoitally benign
source of electricity.
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Transportation

According to the Vermont Comprehensive Energy Rianfransportation sector accounts for over 45%tef energy
demand and approximately two-thirds of all fossdl§ used in Vermont. As discussed in previousgdpges situation
imposes a tremendous economic and ecological dgttirenvironmental degradation resulting from hgastyoleum

use is well documented, as is the fact that thmeslishare of money spent on fuel and automob#e®gdethe state, thus
undermining the local economy.

The rural character and decentralized settlemdtdrpa of Central Vermont, the very qualities whiehder our area
an extraordinary living environment, create diffia@ircumstances in which to minimize the consumpf traditional
fuels in the transportation sector. Neverthelégsetare strategies which can be employed at taé kegional and state
levels which will bear influence within this contex

Improved access to, and increased use of, alteenatid public transportation options such aslyasd, vanpooling,
ride-sharing and bicycling, will not only decrea&sergy consumption, but will also reduce the infrecsure
expenditures that are associated with the "canreutlt

Another strategy by which the demand for transgioriacan be reduced is through encouraging settiepaterns
which require less physical travel. The concerdratif employment opportunities, housing and s@aalices, the
expansion of telecommunications potential, andrtbeeased use of local resources may help achigvelbjective.

Buildings and Structures

According to the Vermont Comprehensive Energy Riaproximately 30% of the total amount of energystoned in
Vermont is used for residential purposes. The Btamvs that growth in energy demand in the residieseictor will be
driven by increases ipopulation and housing, and a corresponding inereasemand for space and water heating.
This demand, when considered with the energy deraaadciated with the space and water heating regeints of
commercial and industrial buildings, representsgrdous potential energy savings.

Investments in energy efficiency improvements iwraad existing buildings and appropriate site designew
development will result in the realization of tls@vings, and will demonstrate a significant impattotal energy
demand. Ultimately, such investments will reduce plercent of income residents spend on energy;gpeta
energy consumption and environmental degradation.

D. Energy Programs and Resources:

A variety of organizations and programs exist tovile assistance to citizens and local governmienidse realm of
energy conservation and development. A partiafiydf Vermont based resources follows:

The Alliance for Climate Action/14% Challenge -Community energy organizing and programs.
www.10percentchallenge.org

Apollo Alliance Vermont - Coalition of labor, business and community grougdichtion to energy independence.
www.apolloalliance.org/state

Biomass Energy Resource CenterConsults on biomass and cogeneration projects2882779

Efficiency Vermont - Financial and technical assistance for energy gagviBnergySmart home energy analysis.
www.efficiencyvermont.org

Renewable Energy Vermont -Trade association for renewable energy dealers.

www.REVermont.org

School Energy Management Program Provides free energy assessments for schemay.vivsa.org
Sustainable Energy Resource Group €onsults with communities on energy planning/progga
www.SERG-info.org

Vermont Biodeisel Project -Collaboration designed to help accelerate emergehelustry in Vermont,
www.vtbiodeiselproject.org
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Vermont Green Building Network - Promotes green building in Vermontww.vgbn.orgvermont Energy
Education Program. - Provides in school energy curriculumww.veep.orgvermont Energy Investment Corp -
Promotes energy efficiency and renewable technetogiww.veic.org

Vermont Energy Star Homes -Technical assistance to build energy efficient hermevw.
Vtenergystarhomes.com

Vermont Peak Oil Network - Network of groups and individuals working on enesggtainability.
www.vtpeakoil.net

Vermont Rideshare-Promotes commuter carpoolingww.VermontRideShare.ongermont Energy and
Climate Action Network- Collaborative of organizations involved in energndalimate issues.

Vermont Fuel Dealers Association Trade association of fuel marketevgww.vermontfuel.com

Vermont Biofuel Partnership - Resource for producers, wholesalers, retailersuseds of bioheat and biodiesel
fuel, www.vtbio.org

57



ENERGY

GOAL

| POLICIES AND TASKS

To encourage energy conservation and the developntesf renewable energy resources

Williamstown should consider forming a Town Ene@ymmittee and/or appointing a Town Energy
Coordinator. The Committee/Coordinator should reviee Town Energy and Climate Guide (Vermont
Energy and Climate Action Network, 2006) ideas on energy conservation and development.

Support demand side management conservation pregsduich are designed to reduce demand for
electricity through enhanced energy efficiency aadservation.

Conduct energy audits of Town buildings

Reduce Town expenditures by considering the cosnefgy over the life of equipment to be purchdsec
the Town.

Support home weatherization programs

Support efforts to create a fund to provide loverest capital to home owners, landlords, instingicand
businesses to assist in making cost effective imvests in energy efficiency and renewable energy

Consider the establishment of local, publicly owaed operated bulk storage fuel facilities, as@ighd
under 24 VSA, Chapter 107, Section 3701, as a n@fazentaining fuel costs for Williamstown resident

Support the use of biofuels and/or electric powegdvernment and public transit vehicles.

Promote the design and construction of buildings&ctvlare energy efficient.

Encourage the development of small scale windrsolahydro power by individuals, or groups of
individuals, to offset fossil fuel consumption amemote self-sufficiency

Encourage land use planning that: encourages theeatration of social and civic services, employmen
and housing opportunities within or adjacent tol}fihstown's villages; supports the expansion of
telecommuting, teleconferencing and public trarmitivides for pedestrian transportation optiongt an
promotes the development of commuter parking lots.
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CHAPTER VIII

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

A. Overview

A healthy economy is essential to maintaining \&itistown's quality of life. A diversified and dynami
economy provides employment, stimulates socialctidiral interaction, and generates income to gievor a
wide variety of community services, including edima, health care and physical infrastructure. @ t
individual level, a diversified economy offers gieraopportunities for people to engage in satighand
meaningful occupations and pursuits.

The purpose of this element is to guide and plardéonomic development that will create employment
in Williamstown which keeps pace with the regidatsor force, provides an adequate flow of taxabtEnemic
activity to fund state programs, and increasesvit@th and economic well being of residents.

B. History

According to the Williamstown Historical Societyjiqr to 1840, most early residents of Williamstowarked
on family farms.

In 1888, the first train arrived in the Williamstaw/illage. An economic “boom”, lasting for neady
decades, followed. Quarries and farmers couldlfirsddip their products to other parts of the coyndind more
and more goods and services streamed into Willawrst During this time-period the following quarrieere
established: 1) Pirie Quarry (1882), 2) Jones Bm&tiQuarry, and 3) Dr. Bailey Quarry. (All currgntiwned
and operated by Rock of Ages (1882). Other busesesgluded: Burrell Roofing and Lacillade Lumbesres
established in the 1940’s. Other businesses indiugieice’s Garage (1892), Watson Hotel, Williamstown,
Hibbard House, Lotus Lake Camp (1952), Lynde S{p852), and Smallwood Nurseries (1932). The late
1960’s were a major period of road building in Verty making travel even easier. After that time, th
entrepreneurial spirit came alive. The numbermaiify farms began to decrease and tourism stasted t
increase. In Williamstown, the following businessresestablished after the 1960’s: UniFirst (19R&ndolph
National Bank (1979), VEPCO (Vermont Electric Pow®mpany — formerly VELCO) (1980), Pump N’
Pantry, A&S Collections, Depot & Main convenienters, Farm & Country Hardware, Behind the Scenes
restaurant, (1980’s) and most recently Dollar Gairend Poulin Lumber 2010,
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C. Current Conditions

A diverse economy is a strong economy. Luckilyedsity is the backbone of employment in
Williamstown, which is the home of many well-estabéd businesses. According to a 2008 Central Vetmo
Chamber of Commerce Report, Williamstown has 61leyaps, providing work for around 516 people. Majo
employers include (A&S Collection, Burrell Roofingrogressive Plastics, Pike Industries, and the
Williamstown Public School System and other muratipositions). However there are also many smaller
businesses, often small and run out of people’sdsonin fact, almost 10% of the labor force workk@me —
up almost 20% from 1990. In addition, Williamstowsrfortunate to still have working farms, inclugidairy
operations, Christmas tree farms, a potato farm naany sugarhouses. We also have a variety of whlae
and retail merchants, manufacturers, and genemdateeiusinesses.

In spite of all this business activity, Williamsto is still considered a “bedroom community” as
approximately 80% of its workforce works outside@ivn, primarily in the Regional jobs centers ofiga
Montpelier and Waterbury. Table — below, displaysreakdown of employment data for Williamstowanfr
the 2000 Census. It shows the vast majority ofi#fistown’s workers were employed in the Manufaacigiri
Education, Health and Social Services, Retail Tr&dstruction and Public Administration Sectoffie
average annual wage for Williamstown workers in@@@&s $31,574. This compares favorably to theakst
Orange County ($29,781), but below the State aee($85,535). Obviously, Individual wages vary widil
Williamstown due to different types of occupations.
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Table: General Employment Data for Williamstown

2000 Census
Census Category Change frol@90
Population 16 Years and Over 2,464 +16.4 %
In Labor Force 1,841 16.7 %
In Armed Forces 0
Civilian 1,841
Employed 1,737 +17.5%
Unemployed 104 16.9 %
Not In Labor Force 623

Employed Population 16 Years and Over 1,737
Male Employed Population 16 Years and Over 04 9
Female Employed Population 16 Years and Over 3 83
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting, and

Mining Industry 95
Construction Industry 142
Manufacturing Industry 312
Wholesale Trade Industry 82
Retail Trade Industry 225
Trans., Warehousing, and Utilities Industry 65

Information Industry 44

Finance, Ins., Real Estate, Rental, and Leasing 99
Professional, Scientific, Management,

Administrative, and Waste Management Servicesl 11
Industry

Education, Health, and Social Services Industry310
Arts, Entertainment, Recreation, Accommodation,

and Food Services Industry 83
Public Administration Industry 121
Other Service Industries 88

While Williamstown has displayed fairly strong eocomc/job growth over the past several decades,
there are some indications of economic hardshinbegy to emerge. According to the Vermont DEE th
April 2009 unemployment figure for Williamstown wa.2% (State average 8 %). This represents a diama
increase from just a few years ago when it stoaratatively healthy 4%. According to the 2000 e
Vermont Housing Data Williamstown had an averageepy rate of 8% (representing 257 individuals 4n 5
families) in comparison to the statewide rate ¢¥%10

D. Trends

Projections developed by the Office of Policy anfbfmation of the Vermont Department of
Employment and Training help to identify the shifiat are occurring in the state and regional ecoes.
National and international forces have a tendeadyate greater influence on manufacturing, whigesand
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regional market forces combine to influence the-ma@mufacturing side.

According to these projections, future job growtil e concentrated in the service-provider sector
the economy, with education, health services, gsimal and business services growing the fastestithcare
practitioners are at the top of the list (i.e., isggred nurses, medical assistant, and physicahyiss).
Construction will also continue to grow. Other gaged increases are in the areas of professionatedated
occupations, which include architecture and engingeoccupations, education, training and libragyvgces.
Computer or information technology occupations $thalso see gains. Finally, tourism, particuladgreation
based tourism, is projected to be a growth indusel into the 2040s.

Manufacturing will continue to decline due to teological changes resulting in the need for fewet a
fewer people to get the same output and outsourdimdustries with the largest decline in employmeill be
apparel manufacturing, textile mills, and compuated electronic manufacturing. These types of jab&etbeen
decreasing for decades and there is no reasoni¢vdéhe trend will change.

The agricultural sector also is expected to comtims historical trend of decreasing employmenpart
because the average wage earned by farmers relmamsthan that of other sectors and because ofuéing
incomes. However, Williamstown still has about 1@rking dairy farms, one potato farm, a tree farraed
various other agricultural farms/businesses. Thgsieultural jobs are a very important part of eaonomy in
their own right, as well for the intangible aesibéenefits they provide. Furthermore, agricultalso
contributes to tourism. Putting out the welcome foavisitors and residents by encouraging farnmeaskets,
visits to the farm, cut-your-own Christmas treej &mit orchards in those out-of-the-way places cantribute
immensely to the sustainability of our agriculturedustry and our local economy. People like Vertrfond
products because they feel they are safe and fBestng locally grown and manufactured productssatidthe
local economy. Hope lies with small farmers curgengpitalizing on their natural advantages by dsifging
and rotating crops, integrating livestock, anddests buying locally.

Another important trend to note is aging of ourdiafbrce. The number of older workers is projedted
grow by almost 50%, or 4 times the growth projedtedhe overall labor force. About 1/5th of théda force
will be 55, or older, by 2012.

E. Williamstown Economic Survey

In the fall of 2003, the Select Board formed anrifpuic Development Committee to assist the
municipality in finding creative ways to bring mdvasinesses into the town and enhance the existing
businesses.

The Economic Development Committee surveyed thenwonity to gather ideas on how to proceed
with economic development. Residents reportedttieat family members were leaving Williamstown in
search of work elsewhere. Some residents repdrtdfithey could have found decent jobs at goodesa
locally, they would have remained in Williamstowost recognized attracting good jobs to Williamstowas
not going happen overnight. People agreed thatcittig “just any” new business into town was net aimswer
for our long-term future. Residents reported thaytdid not want to exploit the environment in ortie
support economic sustainability saying, “Ruining #nvironment just makes for bad economics and bad
ethics.” Protecting our natural resources isa@ltfor the economic well-being of our future. Ttben can
have clean, safe, and sustainable jobs if we alkwegether to shape the future of our town.
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The survey revealed the following ideas and desfe®wn residents for improving Williamstown'’s
economic attraction, particularly in the villagentdown area:

A farmer’s market

A grocery and /or variety store

A laundry mat

A family restaurant

Health care practitioners

A town common & other common areas (i.e., a seceoter building, hiking paths)
Jobs that are clean and sustainable
Community activities & spirit

A Vietnam war memorial

Sidewalks & cross walks in both the villages
Clean-up activities/pride

Trees and landscaping

Fun activities for teenagers

F. Economic Development Issues

Diversity and Self Sufficiency

Research has shown that community and economidagewent are best supported when local solutions
and resources are brought to bear on local problé&nsall, new businesses are the backbone of edonom
development and job creation. In Central Vermontegrises with less than 20 employees comprise &0%
total private businesses while providing for 38%atél private employment. (National figures ar&®8and
26%, respectively.) Even though initial employmgains may be small, start-up businesses have inateedi
impacts on the local economy. Small companies tethdre locally, buy locally and put more moneyoitihe
local economy than they take out.

Over the past decade, Central Vermont has becdeslar in small business formation, with

Williamstown adding its share of new, small, inniov@ businesses to the list. In Williamstown, tleestv
majority of the more than 60 employers fit the digéfon of small business.

Education/Workforce Demographics

The quality of the work force and quality of lifeeadirectly related to community emphasis on
education. Elementary and high school educationhrerdasis of the human infrastructure. They previc
skills necessary for individuals to interact wittecanother in civil and meaningful ways. They dse #he
source of basic vocational skills in communicatianathematics, and problem solving.

As our society becomes more technologically advaniteese elementary skills take on even greater
importance. Complex manufacturing techniques requisrkers who can process information and manipulat
advanced machinery. Information management reqtheeability to identify, isolate and utilize a widariety
of data.
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Institutions of higher education play an importesie both as major employers and as support
institutions for technology based industry. The arvVermont region hosts six colleges and posbsdary
schools. Spin off institutes and for-profit vensitendertaken by the higher education community laalded
substantially to the economic and cultural welllgeif the region. Advanced educational institutiaiso play a
major role through the provision of programs thétance technical and problem solving skills.

While an elementary and high school education cawige the building blocks for an educated work
force, individual advancement and technologicalrmepment will depend on the development of lifegon
learning habits and opportunities for all workdrke public education system must expand to meet the
vocational needs of adults. Public and privatatinsbns and employers must take a proactive nole i
identifying the skills necessary for economic vitain the future, and take the steps necessapydpare and
retain the work force.

Finally, continued economic vitality depends on ¢ixestence of a skilled, knowledgeable and
innovative “next generation” workforce. With an etdhan average and rapidly aging population, aleitiy
the lowest percentage of people in the 25 to 2%agep in the nation, Vermont faces some serioafieriges
in this regard. Chief among them is the disinceagigur relatively low wages and high cost of livprgvide to
young people to stay in the State. Williamstown tmasognize these trends and strive to supportahiyate
opportunities for young people to stay in, returndr discover our town as an exciting and affolelgitace to
work and live.

According to the 2000 census approximately 81%mefwork force has a high school diploma or better.
In fact, 34% of those 25 and over have either an@ate’s degree, bachelor's degree or graduategsional
degrees. While these percentages have increaseficsigtly since the 1990 census, they still lapibd state
and regional averages.

Access: Transportation and Communications

The ability to transport goods and information, &edaccessible to clients and customers is esktntia
business. With its own interstate exit and a msjate highway, Williamstown is well situated togak
advantage of its physical accessibility. It isoalgthin 20 minutes of a state airport with bussieargo
capabilities.

Of course physical access is not enough for bus@set® prosper in this day and age. They need a
network of telecommunications infrastructure thaldes information-based industries to link into@ldwide
telecommunications network. There remain challengdmth take advantage of this advanced technolgy
to keep pace with the developments of this quickignging industry. The town -wide availability bktstate-
of-the-art telecommunications/information technglagfrastructure (including high speed internetesscand
wireless communications) would increase work oifor residents and could potentially reduce conmmgut
and its impacts on the transportation infrastriectund the environment.
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Quality of Life/Village Vitality

The Vermont Business Roundtable surveyed the sthtesinesses in 2003 and discovered that the top 2
reasons businesses located to Vermont were beo&ud¢ a high quality of life and, 2) the ownemdhties to
the state. Quality of life could be described agrma safe environment (clean air, water and land,
transportation, and access to health care and emgyrgervices), job opportunities, natural beagedlycational
quality, and low crime rate.

Also essential to a high quality of life is a dynarand varied social/cultural experience. The gdas
the center of social activity provides the critioghss necessary for a flourishing interchangeedsdart and
culture. The traditional New England village isigual textbook of human history - the variety oflaitectural
styles reveal the economic and social fortunessahhabitants, past and present. It is consideyetiany to
be the pinnacle in land use design. In scale anctifan, it satisfies our needs for privacy, comniyand
livelihood. Maintaining historic development pattsrof village centers surrounded by resource based
agricultural, mineral, forest and recreational\atiés balances economic and environmental interest
Concentrating growth and development within thefio@s of a village allows the community to implerhen
infrastructure improvements in an efficient andefive manner that will improve the quality of lifile
limiting the degradation of the environment.

Williamstown is fortunate to have a village witretimfrastructural capacity for further growth and
development (or re-development). We have already sgat many Williamstown residents have lofty gdar
the village and would like to see it revitalizedlamproved. Towards this end, the town should atersi
applying to the Vermont Department of Housing amanGiunity Affairs for “Village Center Designation”.
This relatively easy process could help residentdify for various tax incentives and loans and emak
Williamstown more competitive in a variety of gragartbgrams.

Industrial and Commercial Development

Industrial and commercial development is importaettause it provides jobs to nearby residents.
Williamstown does not have many choices for logatmdustrial and commercial development due toaliing
hills and valleys. In 2004, promotion of environrtaly clean, diverse, and sustainable small indaistr
commercial developments are in the best interesteofesidents. Commercial and industrial developrtieat
is auto-dependent, separated from other uses,cattei®d in rural areas in not “smart growth” slessential
that the industrial park area be available for ¢hioslustries that cannot be located elsewhere IhiaWistown,
or in the surrounding communities. There are proilgvith our current industrial park site that nezthe
corrected: the site is too small, not only for eatrbusinesses that are located there, but forefutevelopment
this may cause industrial businesses to locatesilential areas. The industrial park also hablpnas with
parking demand, high land cost, and environmegsalas (developed in a flood zone area).

In keeping with the rural characteristics of thisrenunity, future development of commercial
properties and structures should consider extarigtitecture to include natural materials. (i.enst brick,
lumber) In comparison, commercial development antitecture should exclude metal/vinyl/concrete and
glass facing.
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Exterior planning of new and repurposing of exgtiuildings should include landscaping techniques
such as visual barriers, shrubs, trees, seatiras aftset with gardens and flower beds to creatatrmosphere
of tranquility and beautification.

The town recognized that exit 5 of the interstata possible asset for future business. This inéerge
area would be highly appropriate for light commakreind/or light/clean industrial development. Toert
officials will work closely with the Regional Devsggment Commission and Central Vermont Chamber of
Commerce to attract these types of firms.

G. SUMMARY

Despite the current economic downturn, Williamstdvais the underpinnings of a strong economy. The
diversity of its larger employers, the number obiremployers, the variety and level of skills folun its labor
force, and its quality of life are its prime assdéisconjunction with, businesses and other redideaelopment
groups, Williamstown will participate in economiewelopment efforts so as to capitalize on thesetassid
overcome economic obstacles. Some of those asgecisiproving community pride and spirit, education
levels, visual appeal of both Villages, housing] anr infrastructure in order to attract good pgyjiobs.
Attracting the right businesses will allow us teekeour community alive, healthy, and not lose teeats of
our rural culture that we cherish.

66



ECONOMIC GOALS AND POLICIES

GOALS | POLICIES & TASKS

1.

To nurture our existing businesses

Cooperate with the Department of Tourism and Mamgetind Central Vermont Chamber
Commerce to help market our existing businesses

Press for affordable fiber optic service and ofhgsrovements in communication infrastructu
throughout the community

Seek assistance from the Central Vermont Plannignr@ission to study and clean-
abandoned, idled and underused industrial and coomhe contaminated sites (al
“Brownfields”)

Recognize business owners in public forums (eayvspapers, annual festivals).

Pursue “Downtown Designation” for the village ahd Nation Register designation for certain
village properties in order to quality for grantsy interest loans and other incentives.

2.

Encourage th&conomic Development Committee

To recruit new business and services to timancrease the tax base while keeping the rudtlieu
of the community alive and authentic

to increase our economic competitiveness. The tand take responsibility for the following:
working with the Central Vermont Chamber of Comneei@ increase marketing and promotio
efforts

finding a location and seek funds to build a snmdfrmation booth

encouraging local businesses to list local eventthe Vermont Travel Plan Website

recruiting new healthcare services to town

seeking creative ways to get and keep the townnchrad improve its aesthetics (includi
enlisting volunteers for plantings)

exploring opportunities for hosting and maintainaéarmers market in the Williamstown Villag
area

seeking media opportunities to attract attentioouotown

Exploring ways to recruit new, clean businesedswn (especially restaurants, small niche
manufacturing & health-oriented businesses),

Exploring the development of a professional cefaeWilliamstown village. The center could
have space for a dentist, doctor, lawyer, varitiyes and pharmacy

Encouraging wireless broadband telecommunicationcss

nal

je

To develop broad based support for agricellas an economic activity

Encourage locally grown food, encourage a farmmgsket, gardening operations, and
roadside farm stands/markets/garden centers

Consider a “right to farm” ordinance

Encourage participation in use value and land pusgrams to alleviate tax burdens ar
acquire operations capital

Work with Vermont Technical College’s Vermont Faxfiability Enhancement Progran
to provide farmers with consultation in businesmping
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4.  To promote life-long learning opportunities
* Encourage businesses to upgrade and imptwvekills and knowledge of their employees
working with the local Workforce Investment Boards
5. The town officials will work closely with the Regial Development Commission and Central

Vermont Chamber of Commerce to attract light conuiaéand/or light/clean industrial
development at the exit 5 interchange
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CHAPTER IX

TRANSPORTATION

A. Overview

Public roads and private automobiles are the préawmmh means of transportation in Williamstown. The
condition and performance of the town and stateissportation system affects our quality of litee hatural
environment, and our economic well-being.

One of the primary issues facing Williamstown’s uiet is whether residential development will
continue to require virtually complete dependenceh® automobile or whether it will include somexad-use
aspects that encourage alternate modes of trangpusther issue the town is faced with is developiria
rural areas where roads are steep, twisty, andwaand staff has difficulties providing serviceghese areas.

This chapter provides an overview of how the emgstiransportation network functions and how it
might be improved.

B. History

Local residents built and maintained early roadwee first crude roads in Williamstown were most ljke
dusty in the summer and muddy in the spring. Redglused stocky horses, or oxen, to pull heawdssiad
wheeled carts for transport of goods and peoplecoAding to theBook of Opinionspublished by the State of
Vermont, Secretary of State’s Office, when Legislatpassed the 1781 Highway Act it gave power & th
Select Board to set a road tax on each male betd®emnd 60 years old. The road tax was payablakorl
unless people refused to work, in which case tlegytb pay their taxes by selling their land to ithecal town
collector. Because of the poor conditions of thdyeroads, there were often harsh words betweerStiect
Board and community members.

In 1889, Williamstown got its first railroad connieg Williamstown to Barre and Montpelier Junction
and the main line north and south. The old depat grain building are still located on Depot Straethe
Williamstown Village, though the railroad has sirm®en abandoned.

In the early 1900’s, the first self-prpd electro-gasoline combination car was introducé&/hen
automobile production and ownership soared , mepad building started with a new concrete highway
constructed through the village in 1931 and comtthwith the surfacing of the road to Northfield (\64) in
the early 1950’s. Road building went on throughibeet 1960’s and 1970’s with the completion of thieistate
which linked our community to most of the majoiestof the Northeast.

C. Current Conditions
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Interstate System

The State, under Federal control, maintains themdet’s interstate system. Interstate 89 provides
Williamstown residents with fast access to thebsj@nd tourists an easy access to our Village faregoods
and beautiful mountain views. Marring of naturablastenic features along the 89 State Highway has be
discouraged. The State has also protected the Highwm strip development. There are two accesdsroa
(Route 63 and 64) off Interstate 89 both provideyesccess into Williamstown.

State Highways/Interstate Access Roads

Vermont Routes 14 and 64 are classified as stgteMaiys. Williamstown'’s access ro&lute 64takes
travelers down a steep (11% grade), winding hith ithe Williamstown village. The views along Roéi are
picturesque and the people who travel them appeetieir aesthetic contribution. New houses spadedg
the road are beginning to place pressures on thiodeng farms and spacious fields that attracteapfeeto the
area in the first place. Traffic congestion alorguie 64 is minimal. During the 2003-2004 Commuikibcus
Groups, the residents unanimously agreed that baaisecond way into town via South Barre access, roa
Route 63, which stretches from Route 64 along HdBead to Route 63, was beneficial to the community

State Highway, Route 14 serves as a gateway inliceWstown village and guides the traveler from &beld

through Williamstown Gulf and north into Barre City/hile Route 14 brings economic vitality to ouwto by
providing access to Williamstown Village, traffis increasing rapidly, especially during those timdgen
people travel to and from work. At those times, tifadfic can be somewhat heavy, less pedestri@mdity and
occasionally unsafe.

Town Highways

In the Highway Act, Vermont first recognized classé highways for the purpose of granting state aid
The Select board has the responsibility for gengrpervision and control of town highways. Thedwaling are
the four basic highway groups in the town of Witistown based on the Agency of Transportation, ZIG84n
Highway Mileage:

Class 1 town highways are those town highways fitiah the extensions of a state highway
route and carry a state route number. There acass 1 town highways in Williamstown

Class 2 town highways are the most important togads and connect from town to town and
have high traffic volumes. Williamstown has 18.2des of class 2 town highways. Falls Bridge Road
was recently upgraded to a class 2 road, makiekigible for state matching funds and 90% fundiag f
the replacement of the bridge

Class 3 town highways are all traveled town highsvagher than class 1 and 2 that receive state
funding. The minimum standard for class 3 town higiss is that it be negotiable under normal
conditions all seasons of the year by a standartufaatured pleasure car. Williamstown has 50.9 snile
of class 3 town highways

Class 4 highways only need to be maintained “toettient required by the necessity of the town,
the public good and the convenience of the inhatstaThere are no standards for maintenance s&cla
4 town highways in the state. Williamstown has blmiles of class four town highways

As we grow, the town may want to study the upgrgdifha few of class 4 roads to class 3 to help waffic
circulation. For example, in 2010 Cold Spring Re@as connected to Ferno Road to provide additiooedss
to the interstate. To avoid conflicts between tise wf highways and future development, the town has
established a Motor Vehicle Ordinance that was stb@n May 2, 1994, by the Select Board. It is lawde
for inspection in the Town Manager’s office. On Qmr 21, 1995, amendments to the ordinance wengtedio
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The ordinance addresses parking, speed limitseways, discontinued roads, stop and yield signsay-
traffic only, enforcement and other areas.

Commuting Patterns
As we have already seen, Williamstown istagxporter, with about 80% of our labor force legtown
to work. Commuting and commuting patterns can haveajor impact of traffic issues in a community.
Relevant commuting data from the 2000 Census fisliasvs:

Travel Time
49.6% take under 20 minutes to get to work
29.4% take 20-29 minutes to get to work
14% take 30-40 minutes to get to work
11.6% take 45 minutes or more time to get to work

Commuting Method
79% of Williamstown residents drive alone to gewark, and
10% carpool
8.7 % work at home
1.6% walk or bike to work

Travel Patterns
40.8 % leave at 5:00 a.m. to 6:59 am
37% leave at 7:00 a.m. to 7:59 am
8.2% leave at various times in the am
8% leave at 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 pm
6% leave at 8:00 a.m. to 8:59 am

D. Maintenance Issues

Road Maintenance

Maintaining and enhancing the local road networkairsafe and effective manner is an important
community responsibility. The town highway depantinis responsible for maintaining both town andagé
roads. In an attempt to balance the needs ofothhe toad improvements and limited financial resesrahe
road department budget represents a big challévigeh pays for necessary sand, salt, roadside dyaidach
maintenance, new equipment, and manpower. As werfmward, attention needs to be paid to upgrading
roads and bridges. Currently, the roadside draidégk maintenance remains a top priority in coojion with
the 3-phase road grading program begun in 2003.

Paving and maintaining of existing paved roadshismgoing fact of life and will take continued fung in the
town highway budget each year.

Ancient Roads

As of spring of 2010, there were 2 roads identifigdhe Ancient Roads Committee to be considered to
be reconstituted by the town.

71



E. Safety Issues

Speed/Volume

Speed limits are useful in providing safety to thetorist driving along and entering the roads and t
pedestrians and animals along the roadside. Spadsd &lso provide safety and guidance to visitangamiliar
with our roads. A very small percentage of dsviemd to cause most of the problems.

High traffic volumes have a negative impact on peeceived quality of life. Speeding vehicles put
pedestrians and horseback riders at risk. Tra#flay$d cause motorists to seek routes on back raadsraffic
congestion has negative effects on the local ecgnom

On August 8, 2002, a survey of roads for traffiamioand speed were conducted on five major roads as
part of a speed limit study (Hebert, Baptist, Fa&lsdge, South Hill and Stone Roads). Findings ¢atkd
increasing commuter traffic from adjacent townsesys limited by road conditions, traffic compresaegeak
times of the workday, and that vehicle trips in N&stown are increasing. Title 23 section 100Testéhat a
town may set speed limits of 35 miles per hour opaved town highways, if it places signs.

According to the speed limit study, the miles peuthsurveyed on roads were as follows:

average speed Posted Average Dalily totals
per hour Speed (cars a day)
Stone Road: 39 35 058
Hebert Road: 42 35 480
Baptist Street: 38 35 148
Falls Bridge: 32 35 750
South Hill Road: 28 35 450

Accident Locations

The State of Vermont Orange County Sheriff's Daparit prepared the following accident report for
all the years since computerized statewide datarbeg1994 to 2002: 8n Baptist Road, 16n Hebert Road,
13 on Stone Road, 8n Tower Road, ®n McCarthy Road, 18n Falls Bridge Road, and % Route 14.
Unreported accidents are much higher accordingdal inhabitants who live on these roads.

A second source of accident data is the Vermontndgeof Transportation, Traffic Research Unit.
According to the 2002 accident report, -89 hachtdidents, and VT-64 had 5. Other areas that imehaded
in the report included: a few incidents on McGlyRpad, Stone Road, McCarthy Road, Sugar House Road,
Hebert Road, Route 14, and Chelsea Road. Accotdirige November 26, 2002 Traffic Impact Report, the
Route 14 corridor that accesses to the intersectioriermont’s Routes 14 and 63 has an actual acticee
close to the “critical accident rate” based upoistang traffic volumes and movements showinga2@idents at
the intersection during the period 1997-2002. Theree been @ccidents on Williamstown'’s stretch of Route
14 between 1997-2001. Traffic and related accidentRoute 14 are expected to grow.

Road surfaces have improved over the past fivesyedlowever, the town continues to have road
surfaces in poor repair. Residents have reportadegspilling into their driveways. Pavement drompff a
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few inches at the roads edge can deliver tragicsegumences. Unforgiving hazards include sharp curves
insufficient shoulders, and poor surfaces.

Special attention is required to some roads foetgatoncerns. In particular, sharp corner of Heber
Road (across from the past Lynde School) and tagpstorner of Cogswell Street.

The town has done some work over the past 5 yeansprove road signs; however, many signs alepstor.
Improvements should continue on an ongoing basgnage should be inventoried and new ones placed
according to the Manual of Uniform Traffic Contidévices.

Town Bridges and Culverts

Bridges and culverts on class 4 roads cannot baregh If the town puts a culvert in, then the tawn
liable to keep them in repair. If the town issugseamit to a resident that allows him/her to pauévert in for
their own use then the resident is liable for nemance and repairs. The town culvert program replac
upgrades 8-10 culverts per year.

The long awaited Williamstown VT 64 State Highwagdge over brook number 2, bridge 10, is on the
high priority list of projects and scheduled fonstruction in 2006. It was completed in 2009.

F. Traffic Solutions/Alternatives

Traffic Calming/Access Management

The town must manage a safe and efficient flowraffic along our roads. Access management is afset
techniques that the town officials can use to adrdccess to highways, major arterials, and otbadways.
(SeeMAP 1 for more information). The following are examplesaccess management techniques that the
town can use, especially in the village accesssarea

some calming devices such as “green” strips, cushsstreet parking, raised sidewalks, speed
humps, rumble strips, street-tree plantings, stiwaiture, landscaping, signage, and textured or
colored pavement can be more effective than taudhti speed reduction measures such as police
enforcement because they are based on self-enfentem
alternate routes and grid networks reduce traffienvincorporated into village areas and highly
used roads
space and location of driveway location For exam@lereways should be located away from
intersections and provide adequate sight distamsee oncoming traffic and curb cuts should be
limited and consolidated
limits to right-of-way access onto highways For regpée, connect parking lots and consolidate
driveways so vehicles can circulate between busegesvithout having to re-enter the major
roadway

Bicycle and Pedestrian Access
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Among the recommendations of the 2003-2004 CommButvey and Focus Groups was the need to
develop more walking trails and improve the satdtwalkers, bikers, and horseback riders from peajpiving
cars. These are still important activities in toawrd are becoming more frequent on our back roads.

Bicycles provide a clean, economical and energigiefft mode of transportation. They are a primary
means of transportation for young people and mecently have become an increasingly popular form of
recreation and transportation for adults. Thereursently no bicycle route within the Town. Traffigpeeding
and irresponsible driving are becoming more fregueeating dangerous situations for cyclists. Maisthe
highways used by bicyclists do not have sufficeEmiulder width to accommodate them safely.

Pedestrian byways are an important and integral @fathe transportation system. Residents have
reported they want a safe and walkable village.idRess walk across the main road of busy Williamsto
Village every day, all day long. Especially duriogrtain times of the day, motorists lack respectpkople
trying to cross the street in the village areas.

Sidewalks provide safe routes for pedestrians ightrhoods, commercial and industrial areas, areas
frequented by children, and community centers. rkas of moderate to higher density developmentingav
sidewalks is a necessity. Sidewalks have been atelgbssue in town. After much debate, fund raisarg
receipt of grants, Williamstown will begin consttien of sidewalks along Route 14 and adjacent tsréering
the summer of 2010.

Footpaths are informal pedestrian byways utilizedhbve traffic between points or as nature traild a

other recreational purposes. The Planning Comarissuggests that footpaths should also be developed
land owned by the town.

Public Transportation

Many people, including the elderly, disabled anadrmpaannot live in a community setting without
access to public transportation. Public transpiorais a vital service that helps people live issleestrictive
settings. Public transit serves the general pukliderly persons, disabled persons, and low-incpersons.
Williamstown is served by the Green Mountain Tramsgency, a non-profit organization that provides a
mixture of fixed and non-fixed route services toéid the Williamstown citizens. A shuttle picksqpde up at
Williamstown Square and each Tuesday at the GaAjmrtments to transport individuals to Hannaford’'s
(Shopping Special).

The Williamstown’s Park and Ride is located offtexi I-89 on Route 64. The paved, lighted, parking
area has 23 parking spaces, and 1 disabled sp&eeparking area facilitates carpooling and ridesigaand is
well used.

TRANSPORTATION

Goals | Policies and Tasks
1. To maintain and preserve our transportationsystem.

la Establishing @ransportation AdvisorCommittego work with the Transportation crew, property
owners, merchants, residents, and police to idetrahsportation problems and help to solve
them. The Transportation Advisory Committee coakktresponsibility for the following:
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1b.

Developing an asset management plan (inventorgdhdition of roads, come-up with agree
upon standards, solutions, costs, priorities, awl fo implement the vision over time

Developing and adopting a five-year capital prograptdated annually and divided into ann
capital budgets, to provide for maintaining currentl acquiring future capital improvements.
The capital budget and program will prioritize grdject where the transportation money will
spent and include additional funding for unexpedssdes and beautification efforts.

Organizing beautification projects that encouragesism, protects and allows enjoyment of

roadside scenic features. For example, the Vermgehcy of Transportation’s Byway Program.

Studying possible traffic calming devices, pulloigsvistas, and walking paths
Organizing groups to do some maintenance workals the town still owns right of way
Looking at a 5 to 10 year highway and bridge retroction and rehabilitation program

Lal

Surveying the residents who live on majadofor expanding the paving program to determine
their desires, before plans are considered.

1c. Reviewing the Town Highway classificationsipeically by taking into consideration increasing
highway needs, changing traffic patterns and grgwiopulation.

1d. Considering applications for acceptanceutilip highways and roadways and to adopt and adhere
to an orderly procedure for taking action on sugpliaations. The decision on an application [for
acceptance of a highway is reserved to the soleabadlute discretion of the Select Board, who
will consider the granting or denial of an applicaton the basis of what is in the best interest of
Williamstown residents.

le. Designing roads that comply with A-76 StH#t¥ermont Design Standards.

1f. Investigating Access Management techniquas VT Trans.

1g. Continuing to use pavement, gravel, and teaance management systems to maintain all roads.

: Developing a program that over time upgrades thoads that are currently below desired
serviceability criteria

Improve driveways with excessive spillage (The gradfront of a dwelling or other building

adjacent to the road cannot be changed by more3tifeet without following quasi-judicial
procedures)

1h. Continuing to address the project backiuodjiemplement shelf projects.

1li.  Limiting the construction of new roads ipem fields and design them so that they do not
significantly increase forest fragmentation.

1j. Developing roads that are logically relatedhe topography to produce reasonable road grade

1k. Encouraging subdivisions adjacent to ratatsgnated as scenic to be appropriately designed
with respect to the sighting of any structure atelateration, including grading filling, remova
of trees, stonewalls, or other existing landscaagures that are consistent with the scenic quality
of the road.

1. Encouraging landowners understanding tHateally planned roads and driveways meet
environmental laws (i.e., approval for paving/diging flow near wetland areas, and others).

Designing, if possible, a access/curb cut pernptiagtion (Select Board coordinating with the

State Department of Transportation/ Natural Resms)rc

1m. Studying and taking appropriate steps toeco unsafe roads and improve safety on bends on
Hebert Road and Cogswell Street.

1n. Continue to inventory, inspect and refdaér Town’s culverts

lo. Using established sign-off inspection repamtn for all new roads (adequate drainage, hoeste
how wide for essential services).

1p. Designing standards and declare all subatdrroads as a public nuisance (Too narrow, tyisty
poor drainage).

2. To increase the safety and perception dfety and choices in transportation including non-

motorized users, walkers, horses, that share the @®ur streets.
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2a.

Placing bike racks and benches along roads and pathe village areas.

2b.

2C.

2d.

2e.

Investigating roads frequently used by emkjoggers, bikers, and horseback riders, anddg®o
appropriate and safe walkways to the greatest egtessible.
Using The Bike Sufficiency Ratings to further intigate pedestrian/bicycle path opportunitie

Planning for both the villages of Williamstown aRdxville, and outlaying neighborhoods of
new growth areas, for integrating non-motorizeddportation via bike paths, walking paths, a
recreational trails. Where traffic is less than@58nnual Average Daily Traffic sharing of the
road should be looked at.

Considering Williamstown CL 4 Town Highways for g and horseback riding trails.

Considering sidewalks and pedestriatkweys for the safety and convenience of pedeséiah
vehicular traffic.

Future planning should include:
adding new sidewalks to connect Construction Hilag to South Main Street at the Post Offic
conforming curbs with existing sidewalks in thel&e areas.

Repaving and upgrading of existing sidewalks inuitlage.

Working with the State to develop two pedestriamsswalks along Route 14 of the
Williamstown village for the safety of our residenfrom the Gardens to the Pump and Pantry
and from the Bank to Behind the Scenes Café.

Encouraging new projects to afford enougtipg space so that cars are not forced to patkan
road.

Encouraging road and driveway projects phatvide enough room for emergency vehicles to
enter and turn-around.

Placing warning signs, as necessary, naeepthat have horses and near farms that regularl
drive tractors and pull farm equipment on roadsarkeas considered unsafe, town officials sho
place luminous signs so visitors and residentsawaid these problem areas at night, if they m
warrants.

£S
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3a.

3b.

3c.

3d.
3e.

3f.

To enhance the street environment

Seeking funds to plant at least five tlaesties per year on Town property in the downtowa a
and for other beautification areas along the moatls in Town and entryways into the villages
Requiring attractive transportation systdements and surroundings to reinforce community
identity Preserve tree-lined areas of roadwayspéttyg owners should be encouraged to plant
new trees where older trees have been removed.

Studying the re-establishment of a few spadhich will help with traffic circulation includg
Henry Road which does not currently connect totFioad as shown on the highway Map,
Erskin road from Graniteville to Gilbert Road, C@&grings to Ferno and Grand View to
reconnect with Chelsea road. Also study the p@tefar adding a connecting road from the
Pump and Pantry to the former Lacillade Lumber.

Encouraging developments to keep large parkingtotise back of their buildings.
Update and adopt a long-plan scenic road Iphsed on Scenic Roadway standards promulgd
by the Agency of Transportation. Williamstown haanwy rural, primarily gravel, roads that
should be preserved for their scenic, culturalnstealls), and rural qualities.

Improving entry-ways into the villages &t #image and bring speed down in the villages lirygug
suggestions by the Better Back Roads Manual.

r

ted

4a.
4b.
4c.

4d.

To promote reduction of transportation enggy costs

Developing an integrated plan for non-mgéat transportation in the Williamstown village.
Encouraging Green Mountain Transit Agercgxpand the shuttle to the Foxuville village area
Seeking transportation enhancement granigffastructure/community attributes projectsttha
are small in scope to reinvigorate the Town likearting pedestrian/bicycle, and enhancing
scenic and historical assets.

Preserving Class 4 roads for recreatios@) or downgrade their status to a legal trail thus

retaining the public’s interest in them.
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4e. Studying and coordinate planning effortseixtending plans for the Bike Path from connecting
towns along the old train tracks.
4f.  Promoting car pool programs and publicgian
4g. Encouraging non-motorized travel throughoaomodating walking, bicycling, and the use of
transit in addition to a safe and coordinated ssgstem.
4h. Encouraging concentrated settlement patterimsh minimizes transportation related energy
costs.
5. To be accountable to and educate tbemmunity about the roads.
5a. Maintaining a long-term schedule for majod aninor road improvements.
5b. Seeking technical assistance from the $tatmont Department of Transportation and Central
Vermont Regional Planning Commission and Vermorddlé&oads Program (St. Michael’s
College) to help our community learn about localdduilding and maintenance strategies.
5c. Updating to be more accurate the officiahvin Highway Map with the State
6. To Manage Roadway Access
6a. Promoting driveway interconnection of adjgalevelopments along major highways.
6b. Limiting one driveway per parcel, with sgdaonditions for additional driveways. For exampl
lots with larger frontages, or those with needsskarate right and left-turn entrances.
6¢c Encouraging shared driveways.
6d. Encouraging subdivision design where latsting on major roads have internal access from a
residential street (sometimes known as, “reveisetfige”).
6e. Providing adequate distance between tkestate and nearby curb cuts according to the
following standards:
Design Speed of Roadway Section (MPH) Curb Cut Spacing (Feet)
30 200
35 225
: 40 275
6f. Coordinating land use, subdivision, and di¢sign decisions that affect access managemeds |
along state highways with the Department of Trartsgion (Select Board).
6g. Limiting curb cuts by developing a curb patmit application process.
6h. Promoting provisions for all parcels havingd frontage on town and state highways, for acce
to be located at least 150 feet from the intersaaif public road rights of way, for all uses exc
for single and two family dwellings, which shall leeated at least 50 feet from such
intersections. Distance should be measured frematiius of the driveway.
6i. Discouraging roadway connection roads lizate cul-de-sac (dead-end) designs to enhance t
safety and efficiency of our highways.
6j. Complying with the Williamstown Highway poy.
: Ensuring that all newly developed private roadsbaoeight-up to class 3 standards.
Ensuring maintenance of all roads not designatetiass 3 Town Highways or higher shall i
the responsibility of the subdivider. The subdivideall supply evidence and assurance that s
roads will be adequately maintained either by hiffiserself or by an owner’s association.
Managing access to public roads, defining designdstrds for new roads, protecting scenic
features along existing roads, and the upgradpsotection of un-maintained public (class 4)
roads.
6k. Continuing to participate in Central Vermé&tggional Planning Commission’s Transportation

L

S
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Advisory Committee.
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Chapter X

LAND USE

A. Overview

This chapter is intended to describe past and rulaed use patterns in Williamstown and to artael
expectations and desires regarding the town’s éugnowth and development. The Planning Commission
believes that the values expressed here are inedomdth the beliefs and ideals of the residents of
Williamstown.

Protect Williamstown'’s rural character

Grow at a measured and careful pace

Avoid poor development & poorly designed projetiattcan be bad for business and quality of
life

Enhance and invigorate Williamstown Village

Develop new common spaces to help bring the commuogether while fostering aesthetic
enhancement and recreational opportunity

Respect individual rights while recognizing thatvate actions must be balanced against

community welfare

Have clear, fair rules and policy in place to guiglewth

There are different ways to approach land use pignand different balances that can be achieved
between competing uses. While there is no cornestvar, we can make choices. As the community moves
forward, residents must work together to plan tlay whey want to use the land in Williamstown. Idgalve
will do so in a way that will benefit the commornarests of our residengsmd our natural environment.

B. History

Early on, most of Williamstown’s land was used farming. Farm families grew, or manufactured,
almost everything they needed to live. Self-sudindy on the family farm was a product of neceds#iyause of
isolation. Our villages started to develop in thigldfe 1800’s due to the railroad and improved tpamtation
that connected Williamstown to other communitiedn time, they became symbolic of culture, close
friendships, and places to work and residents dgeel beautiful public spaces that conveyed civideor

Originally, in the 1700's, lathe land in Williamstown, and all other Vermaioiwns, was plotted-out on
100-acre lot grids. The State regulated the las@lan a_ot and Rangeaumbering system. Many of the town
roads, tree lines, stonewalls, fence lines, prgdastindaries tend to follow these so-called strdigiiines. For
example, Williamstown’s Lot 2, Range 15 was oriffinadesignated as “School Lease Land.” Long
abandoned, this old grid system no longer apptidartd ownership or taxing structure.

C. Evolving Land Use Patterns
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Historically in Williamstown, as in many Vermontroounities, most new growth occurred in a
compact form within or adjacent to established eent This pattern allowed businesses and resitietake
advantage of existing services and facilities aglgéd to reinforce the economic and social impaeawt our
cities and villages. It also allowed resource basddstries (farming, forestry and mining) to ogeraith
minimal interference from residential uses and s&d¢e prime land resources.

Over the past several decades, however, this pdtter changed. Much of the residential construction
over the past thirty years has taken place on liatgdocated on back roads in more rural partewh. With
the number of new housing units outpacing poputagimwth the impacts of this phenomenon on landuse
Williamstown are significant. In some adjacentmaipalities, new businesses have located alongtite
highways, interstate exits, and collector roadscivitiring commuters back and forth to work and &iario and
from their destinations, or in areas where oth&astructural improvements have been provided. &vbiily a
few locations have experienced full blown "strivelepment,” or suburban sprawl, most of the region’
communities, including Williamstown, are witnessihg emergence of these patterns to some degree.
(Footnote: The Vermont Forum on Sprawl (www.vt.sgrarg), a project of the Orton Family Foundation,
defines sprawl as “low-density development thaeagds from compact village centers along highwaysiato
the countryside. Sprawl separates the places dugi@ live from the places where they work, sheart,
worship, and play”).

In spite of these recent trends, Williamstown’ddms landscape remains largely intact. Therestite
distinct village areas separated and surrounded ilwyal countryside - characterized by farm anédbftands
interspersed with residential uses.

D. Desired Future Land Use
Introduction

It is in Williamstown’s best interedb preserve its traditional land use pattern tumsi for its intrinsic
values, but also because we recognize the pitfatsprawl.” The argument is often made that spragl
patterns of growth are unnecessarily consumptiviared and energy, taxing on public services, destrel of
downtowns, inflationary for land and housing coats] in conflict with the aesthetic character ofident. As
such, the notion that our interests could be bexstesl by concentrating new development in or na&gstieg
settlements and/or mixed use areas is gainingidracWilliamstown, too, supports this so called ‘&
growth” concept with the expectation that a futuintuenced by this model could deliver economigiabh and
environmental benefits to its residents, specifycal

maximizing the utility and efficiency of public séce, energy and infrastructure
expenditures;

reinforcing and revitalizing the role of Williamsto village as the center of commerce,
industry and community life;

reducing development pressures on important natesalurce lands;
preserving the character and aesthetic integrith@town and thereby, the tourism economy

Williamstown recognizes that not all new growthlwit should occur within growth centers. In fact,
some industrial or warehousing operations may bempatible with the mix of uses found in residdntad
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hence better suited to single use industrial paBtgthermore, residential uses in the rural pafrtewn can be
designed to be more sensitive to aesthetic anda@maental concerns.

The following sections set forth the town’s largkwision for four distinct areas of our community.

Village/Mixed Use Areas

Williamstown village is the hub of our town. Thdlage is laid-out in a linear configuration, witime
square pattern in the center of the village. Ittams a mix of development types and people whe ilivits
residential areas have access to the downtownddtatown provides the variety of employment, shagpi
services, and social and municipal activities tgpaf a traditional village center. Another advaygdor people
living in the village area is that their homes seeved by the public sewer and water system.

This infrastructure should also allow for expansminthis relatively dense mixed-use development
pattern into the future. Williamstown thereforecearages concentrated growth in and in close pribyito the
existing village and encourages a mixed-use coneépin these areas. Shops and services withirviltege,
and the school, should all be within walking distof homes, thereby reducing reliance on cars.

There is a growing awareness that the village bas dome of its historic appeal and beauty due to
unplanned growth. Furthermore, the square has teeeloped without setting aside a common/greenespac
As the Williamstown grows, it will be important emsure that the village center is a visually irgéng and an
aesthetically pleasing place to live and visit.

Foxville Village (also known as Graniteville) malg@ provide room for guided expansion. The area of
Cogswell is served by a municipal sewer from Bdrogvn through an inter-municipal agreement. Mixee u
growth is envisioned for this area in the long-tefuture. Williamstown should consider any additibna
infrastructure improvements needed to implemesstylsion.

Williamstown Industrial Park is located south oé Williamstown village. Currently, the industrizn
is fully developed.

Other areas that exhibit some characteristics akenraditional neighborhoods include Chelsea, Stone
Felicity, McGlynn, Graniteville, Mountain View, an@rabapple Ridge Roads. In the long-term futureseh
areas could be studied and considered for lighediixses including country stores, small shops¢c®fpace,
common spaces, roadside vegetable/flower standgharlike.

Densities for new development in Williamstown Vgashould reflect the traditional pattern. Lot size
for residential uses should be relatively small 4~&tre or less) as should setbacks and streetaffesit
Commercial uses should be relatively close to tinees forego front yard parking, and be architesdty
compatible with a Vermont village setting.

Residential/Agricultural Areas

The purpose of the Residential and Agriculturaltiis is to balance residential development with
agricultural needs, open space, and natural resoprotection by supporting low-density or “clustére
development that is appropriate with the physieglabilities of the land. Residential and agricatdand uses
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include, but are not limited to houses, farms, flower and vegetable stands. Other appropriate use may include
small businesses, low-impact outdoor recreation, forestry and mining, and educational uses.

Open land continues to contribute to the rural character and scenic beauty shared by all our residents.
Fragmentation of open areas by non-agriculture uses should be carefully evaluated. Development should occur
away from the prime agricultural soils, whenever possible. To minimize the loss of existing or potential
agricultural land within these areas, “cluster” housing, (i.e., “open space subdivision”, or Planned Unit
Development).

Open space subdivisions provide for increased density on a portion of a subdivided parcel in return for a
commitment to keep some portion of the tract undeveloped. This can help a community meet its open space and
natural resource protection goals, and concentrate its service areas, while allowing the landowner to realize his
or her property equity. In addition, this form of development may reduce the cost of housing while providing
home buyers with reasonably sized lots and access to protected open spaces. Research has shown that homes in
"clustered" subdivisions generally appreciate faster than those in conventional subdivisions, may reduce the
developer's infrastructure investment by 30 to 50 percent, and can reduce municipal service costs significantly.

Open Space Subdivision

Existing Farm Conventional Subdivision Open Space Subdivision
w75 acres m25 three acre lots " m30 one acre lots
mPreserves farm &
open/ag land

/

RS

Overall densities in the Residential/Agricultural areas should be lower than in those areas with sewer and water
infrastructure. Lot sizes under an 1 acre are discouraged except as part of a PRD/PUD subdivision.

Interstate Interchange Areas

Interstate interchange areas tend to receive high pressure for the development of commercial and
industrial uses. A study conducted by VAOT concluded that “Once development starts in these areas, sprawl
begins by filling in the vacant lands between the commercial use areas. Commercial development also tends to
increase. Soon people find it difficult to enter or leave businesses or homes along the road. Serious accidents
increase, resulting in a higher public cost of lessening these impacts. In response, Towns tend to widen the
roads in order to handle more cars and install traffic signals. The overall town population increases at a rapid
pace.”

Williamstown Town Plan Page 81



Large-scale commercial/industrial developmentelwsthe Interstate Interchange areas could lead to
decline in economic development for Williamstowilage, an overtaxing of town roads, increased cstge
and accidents, and increased local taxes. Suchlagenent can also place undue impacts on our natural
resources, wildlife, and scenic areas. Howeverudhtul development of interchange areas could ideov
needed services, jobs, and reinforce existing deweént patterns. It should be recognized that iot a
interchange zones are appropriate for the samedtiddgree of new growth.

The State of Vermont, by Executive Order and unideruspices of the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development, has recognized the impoearicnterstate interchange areas through the gtoou
of a manual titled Vermont Interstate Interchange Planning and Dewvellept Guideline$ This document
explores policy issues, characterizes interchanggsay type and offers text and pictorial guidedito
illustrate both the consequences of poor desigitipahd the advantages of alternative design ogtion

Conservation and Forestry Areas

The purpose of the Conservation and Forestry Agda protect high elevation lands that have shallow
soils and steep slopes, and the fragile resounagotcur there. These areas also provide signtfieeharge to
the ground and surface water supplies of the mpality and the region. This district encompasses|dast
accessible and more sparsely developed area ofwdwre limited developmental potential exists.

Compatible uses in this district include agricudtuand forestry, game preserves, environmental
education, recreation, and very low-density redidédevelopment. Lot sizes under — acres areodisged.

Use of open space design principles is encourageere feasible. Town officials shall not providaranunity
facilities and services to these areas.

E. Growth Management Tools

Act 250

Act 250 is the law governing Vermont’'s unique deypehent review process. Under this Act, larger
development proposals come before a citizen pam@hk as a “District Commission”. This panel usegiasi-
judicial process to review proposals under itssgigtion for compliance with ten environmental erid. These
criteria address issues ranging from traffic toawajuality, wildlife and aesthetics. In order #mproject to
receive an Act 250 Land Use Permit, the Districtm@ussion must make “positive findings” under each
criterion — that is to say it must find that theject will either have no significant undue adveirs@acts, or
militate against the same where they do occur.

Because Williamstown is without local land use tagans, the town’s knowledge of, and participation
in, Act 250 is particularly important. CriteriorD Iof the Act states that all projects must be sheevbe in
conformance with the municipal plan before beingnpted. Generally speaking, plan language must be
explicit and its directives clear to be enforceabl&Vhile the District Commission welcomes municipal
participation (in fact, the host town is a “statytparty” to the proceedings), it, rather than tinen makes the
final judgment and ruling on this “conformance”uss

A study of the Vermont Natural Resources Coundilcdvered, “Act 250 is one of the reasons that

Vermont has one of the strongest banks in New HBglé discourages undercapitalized developmerttdaa
lead to bad loans, and bad development is bad éssin However, while Act 250 can help to realizttdr
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designed and more environmentally sensitive devedy, most new construction in Williamstown is feoge
enough to trigger jurisdiction.

District 5 of the Environmental Commission coverdlldmstown. Anyone with questions about Act

250, or needing assistance in preparing an apicébr a project can contact the office on 324 tNdvlain
Street, Barre, Vermont 05641 at (802) 476-0185.

Local Land Use Requlations (Zoning & Subdivision)

Williamstown voters have, in the past, rejected ittea of using locally developed standards to rguénd
track new development. However, the planning cassion and residents should strive to understangribe
and cons of local regulation in case future cirdamses should call for more direct action on lagd patterns.

The vast majority of municipalities in Vermont ermopllocal land use regulations to help enforce
community goals as expressed in the town plan.igaiky, the primary intent of land use regulatiomsmto
separate incompatible land uses. However, it hadved into a more sophisticated science desigmed t
reinforce land use goals, protect important resgsjrpromote economic development and safeguarpuiblec
health, safety and welfare. Generally speakingjrmgy bylaws prescribe allowable densities and lases for
various districts within a community, while subdidin regulations control the design and layout rojgets.
These mechanisms are authorized by the Vermont dvpailiand Regional Planning and Development Act
(commonly known as Chapter 117).

Non-Requlatory/ Incentive Based Programs:

While land use regulations provide the most dieetnue for impacting and implementing land useepatt
goals, there are some non-regulatory strategiesaviidtown could consider:

Land Trusts/Use Value Appraisal

As previously discussed, land trusts can enablen d@ed to remain productive by infusing capitaloint
agricultural or forestry operations, through thegmase of easements and/or development rights mafeis
Use Value Appraisal program allows productive ldodbe taxed on the basis of current uses rather tha
development value.

Village Center Designation

The Vermont Downtown Program, established undebDigartment of Housing and Community Affairs,
recently released its application guidelines fervilage center designation process. This villegeter
designation, as provided for in 24 V.S.A chapteh,ABas created by the Legislature to recognize and
encourage local efforts to revitalize Vermont'dliianal village centers. The definition of a vila center,
according to the statute, is: "Village center meat®ditional center of the community, typicallyneposed of
a cohesive core of residential, civic, religiousd @ommercial buildings arranged along a main sard
intersecting streets. Industrial uses may be fauititin or immediately adjacent to these centerstdkding to
the Downtown Program, village centers are to bégdesed to support the revitalization of what existot as a
growth center. New growth should be expected isd¢hgllage centers; however, they should not be asea
target for all new growth in a municipality.
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Applications for designation must be made by tHectdoard. Decisions regarding designation will be
made by the Vermont Downtown Development Board. unitipality may seek designation for more than one
village center, but each must meet the specifidiegapn requirements. Also, village centers wil esignated
on a three-year basis, so renewal requests widlleecvery three years. These renewals must deratmiat
the village center continues to meet all requiretséor designation.

If a Village Center is designated under this pragrawill be eligible for the following benefits:

* 5% Vermont Income Tax Credit for Substantial Riettitation of Certified Historic Buildings. This
credit is available for income producing buildirtgat apply for and qualify for the 20% Federal
Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credit. Thereforealgying projects receive a total tax credit of 25%

* 50% Vermont Income Tax Credit for Code Improvertseto Commercial Buildings. This credit is
available for capital improvements to commercialdings in order to comply with: fire, life safetgand
accessibility codes; Health Department rules fodfestablishments; Agriculture Department rules for
the sale of dairy and meats; and Agriculture Departt rules on weights and measures. Only one
award, up to $5,000, can be awarded to any ondibgil

* Designated village centers will be given priorggnsideration for all grants administered throthgh
State's Municipal Planning Grant Program and thesGlidated Plan for HUD funding, including the
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG).

* Designated village centers will be given consadien and priority by the State Building Departren
when leasing or constructing buildings, in congidtawith the community.

* A special assessment district in a designatddgal may use funds for operating costs in additoon
capital expenses

Landowner/Developer Education
Even in the absence of land use regulations, taenifilg Commission may wish to consult with landorsne

and prospective developers, on a voluntary basigldntify and mitigate potential development imggaand
discuss design alternatives.
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LAND USE

Goals Policies & Tasks

1. To maintain vitality of Williamstown and Foxville Village areas by encouraging high-density
growth.

Deny infrastructure extensions for any large dgwelent outside Village/mixed Use areas.
Establish design guidelines in mixed-use areash @& lighting requirements, landscaping,
pedestrian amenities, community gathering placesking paths, recreational opportunities,
services, and signage.

Study expanding the Williamstown Industrial Park
Study undeveloped land in the Williamstown villagedetermine if the Town sewer system hags
the physical capacity to accommodate average sfagtdy residences.

Consider seeking Village Center designation forlidfitstown Village

Conduct GIS “sampling” of village areas to deterenmevailing densities, setbacks and
frontages.

2. To preserve working landscape by sustaining farrand forest land and other rural resource
lands to maintain contiguous tracts of open land ah minimize land use conflicts.

*  Encourage future development to occur in thipfving locations or areas:
- on the edges of fields where scenic and agrirallt@source values are low
- in forested areas that are not @itio wildlife habitats/water supply/public recrieat
wetlands
*  Work with developers to create innovativelysimed cluster developments, and conservation
subdivisions
*  Conform to recommended slope development Bilittaas follows:
- 0-3% is suitable for development
- 3-8% is most desirable for depetent
- 8-15% is suitable for low densigvelopment
- 15-25% is unsuitable for most@&lepment and septic systems
- 25% is not acceptable and shbeladvoided
Strive to have new development be consistent Wwighférm and function of existing uses in
each of the proposed land use districts
Strive to update the next Town Plan to include #ici@ Map that includes all public
improvements planned for the community that inctusidewalks, paths, village common areas,
and others.
Consider the principles highlighted in the Intatstinterchange Design Guidelines Manugl

Encourage repurposing and reusing of existing commialestructures

3. Adopt an ordinance that regulates designs of allew commercial structures

Encourage exterior designs in keeping with theldaredscape already established
Subiject to review of the Planning Commission
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CHAPTER Xl

ADJACENT MUNICIPALITIES AND REGIONAL COORDINATION

A. Overview

Williamstown does not live in its own world isoldtérom our neighboring towns. Our local land use
decisions can have impacts outside our jurisdiefidroundaries. Consideration of bordering commesiiti
plans can help assure that the Williamstown TowanR$ consistent with the efforts our neighborg] aice
versa

B. Summary of Contiguous Towns
Williamstown shares boundaries with 6 other muralipes: Barre Town, and the Towns of Brookfield,
Berlin, Northfield, Chelsea, and Washington. A susmyof the existing and planned land uses follows:

Barre Town

Williamstown shares its northern boundary with Bafown (except for a minor section of land near the
Interstate at the northwest corner). Recommended for areas adjoining the Barre Town border iaddde
residential, agricultural, and recreational. It glddoe noted that there are many wetland areas edaippthis
area. Williamstown coordinates sewer disposal Balre Town. Barre Town serves Foxville Village. tMai
agreements are in place. Effort needs to be inddetavoid sprawl that is continuing to spread gl®oute 14
into Williamstown.

Brookfield

Brookfield shares one of our most important natueaburce areas, Ainsworth State Park, as well as a
moderate span of land at the southwestern sectiomroTown’s border. This land area is very rurabstly
forested, hilly, and has a number of wetland aegabsareas of significant habitat. The areas alamgé14 and
Stone Road have scattered residential, and floedraareas. Land uses in both communities areldynial,
low-density residential, and recreational. Braekfs zoning ordinance restricts most developménts-acre
lots along the road corridors on the Williamstowarder. Williamstown Gulf is protected within Ainswib
State Park.

Berlin

The town of Williamstown shares a small boundaryhwieighboring Berlin along our northwestern
corner. This part of Williamstown is mostly foresdtenilly, and contains some wetlands. Berlin coessdhis
area as “Highland Conservation”. Williamstown iskiéd to Berlin via Hebert Road, South Miller Roadl a
Route 63. The town should work with Berlin to sopaential traffic/safety concerns and land useasson the
access road especially near the interstate integeharea.

Northfield

The Town of Northfield occupies Williamstown’s west boundary along Interstate 89. Williamstown
links roads with Northfield via interchange 5. Ndreld considers this interstate exchange areaused. rif
Williamstown decides to develop this area, towncadfs should work with Northfield town official®tsolve
potential traffic/safety concerns, impacts on retheritage areas, and land use issues.
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Chelsea

Williamstown borders Chelsea at its southeast exornThe area is characterized by low-density
residential uses. Our land use areas and planniads care largely compatible with Chelsea except tha
however, Chelsea has expressed concerns aboutMétibwn’s lack of zoning and increasing population
growth. Williamstown should support efforts thaldnce the concerns of both towns.

Washington
At our eastern border is the town of Washingtonr @ud uses here are mostly low density and are

compatible with Washington’s town plan and zonieguiations.

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

The Central Vermont Regional Planning CommissiotVREC) was created in 1967 to provide
planning assistance to municipalities within thgioa and create a forum for addressing those isainish
transcend municipal boundaries. Williamstown is amber of the Central Vermont Regional Planning
Commission (CVRPC). The Williamstown Planning Corssion worked with the CVRPC in preparing this
town plan to ensure it was consistent with statewgdals and compatible with the plans of adjoirtimgns.
The Williamstown town plan is also in complianceiwihe Central Vermont Regional Plan.

ADJACENT MUNICIPALITIES & REGIONAL COORDINATION

C. Goals | Policies and Tasks
1. To cooperate and communicate with surrounding commuities.

Encourage information sharing and working with otloeal, regional, and state
agencies to ensure that good planning practicéofosved.
Continue support for, and participation in, CVRPC.
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CHAPTER XII

IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITIES

The Williamstown Planning Commission hopes that tplan will alter the course of action in
Williamstown’s future. Most of the goals describiedthe town plan cannot be realized overnight annt
officials cannot accomplish the vision alone. Resitd have an important part to play, as well.

While the planning commission beliea#isof the recommendations contained in this docunaee
important, we also recognize that some are moteariand achievable than others. We also beliénat t
success builds on success. Accordingly, it is renended that the town focus its energies on thewvatig
objectives over the five year lifespan of this ptenthey are achievable and likely to produce tenground”
results:

Installing sidewalks and pedestrian walkways inlifstown village

Seeking space and funding for a common area inaiiitown village

Organizing citizen advisory groups including a Gamation Commission, Transportation
Committee, Facilities Improvement Committee, HogsBtommittee, and Williamstown Village

Revitalization Committee, as described in previchapters

Keeping residents well informed and engaged reggrpianning through the town’s website,
local media, public meeting, and town forums

Seeking funds for monitoring wells in the town l&hdproperly controlling site access, and
coordinating protection efforts with the State Diymeent of Natural Resources and Federal
Environmental Protection Agency

Investigating opportunities to enhance our scergas including; creating car turn-offs for
viewing vistas, adding benches for viewing aread, @eating trails, bike paths, and footpaths
for cyclists and pedestrians

Continuing support for our farmers market in Witlistown village

Organizing a celebration of Williamstown (municippalopen house day and events)
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APPENDIX 1: Town Officials

Town Manager -

Garrett Earls

(802) 433-6671 (802) 433-6671
PO Box 646

Williamstown, VT 05679
E-mailtwnmgr@williamstownvt.org

Select board:

Larry Hebert - Chair

Rodney Graham - Vice Chair
Arthur Stone

Bill Ashe

Francis Covey

The Williamstown Select board meets on the first
and third Mondays of each month at the
Williamstown High School Library unless
otherwise posted.

Town Clerk:

Deborah Palmer clerk@williamstownvt.org

Assistant Town Clerk:

Barbara Graham
asstclerk@williamstownvt.org

Mailing address: PO Box 646, Williamstown, VT
05679

Physical address: 2470 VT RT 14, Williamstown,
VT 05679

Phone 433-5455 433-2168 | FAX: 433-2160
Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Williamstown Town Treasurer:
Robert Cleaves

PO Box 646
Williamstown, VT 05679
(802) 433-5455
(802) 433-2160 Fax
e-mail:treasurer@williamstownvt.org

(802) 433-5455

Tax Collector

Please click on Tax Collector to find informatio
on the new tax bills.

The Treasurer's office is by appointment only.
Listers:
Willit Knight, Sr. 433-5568
Julie Ann Thayer 433-9893
Kathy Cormier, 433-1638

Planning Commission

The Williamstown Planning Commission meets on
the second Wednesday of each month at Town Hall,
unless otherwise posted. The commission is
currently working on the newest version of the

Town Plan.

Paige Emory, Chair 802-522-2743
Alvin Day

Horace Duke

Matt Rouleau

John Taylor
Paul Zeller

Economic Development Committee
Announcement

Residents and others interested in participatira in
market this summer should call Terry Knight at
433-5568.

Members of the Committee are:

Terry Knight
Walter Brink
Rama Schneider
Wally Roberts
Frank Anello
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Board of Cemetery Commissioners

Town of Williamstown
PO Box 646
Williamstown, VT 05679

Milo Winters
Debbie Palmer 433-5455
Julie Ann Thayer

R. Joe Lanctot

Paul Zeller

Kevin Henessey, Grounds Keeper

The Board of Cemetery Commissioners meets on
the last Thursday of the month from April through
October and on special occasions as warranted in
order to conduct cemetery business. Visitors are
always welcome as the Board values input and
suggestions. The cemeteries are being meticulously
maintained and mowed by our groundskeeper,
Kevin, and are looking wonderful.

Highway Crew
Town Garage - 433-5571

Ed Farnham, Road Foreman

Tim Emmons
Joe Perusse
Bryan Palmer
Don Smedy

Appendix 2: Maps

Map 1: Roads and Building Locations

Map 2: Wetlands, Wildlife Habitat and Natural Resms
Map 3: Land Use Plan

Map 4: Earth and Mineral Resources

Map 5: Village Redefined

Map 6: New Homes Built Between 2000-2009

90



